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The object of the joint resolution is not to re- 
lieve them from the conditions of their, contracts. 
They are required to furnish the amounts esti- 
mated to be wanted at the time when theircontracts 
were made and fifty per cent. additional. After 
they have done that, there seems to be no justice 
jn requiring them to go on and supply to an in- 
definite extent, amounts which neither the De- 
partment nor themselves anticipated would be 
wanted atthe time when their contracts were made. 

{t is within my knowledge that a number of 
these contractors have fulfilled to the letter the 
stipulations of their contracts for the amounts es- 
timated to be wanted by the Navy Department. 
They have been called upon to supply ten times 
thequantity thatit wasestimated would be wanted, 
and the reservation of ten per cent. has amounted 
to more than sufficient to absorb the entire capital 
of these parties. The amount reserved by the De- 
partment is sufficient to absorb all their capital, 
and deprive them of the means of going on to an 
indefinite extent, and ruin has fallen upon some of 
them and is likely to fall on many more. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I wish to ask the gentleman 
whether this joint resolution is recommended by 
the Navy Department? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. It has the sanc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Do I understand the gentle- 
man to say that these parties are obliged by the 
conditions of their contracts to go on furnishing 
articles indefinitely ? 

Mr. RI@GE, of Massachusetts, Yes, sir, the 
Navy Department makes an estimate of the 
amounts of certain articles which they will re- 
quire. There is a condition put into all these 
contracts, that the Department may call fora still 
greater amount, and-that amount is not limited; 
and in some cases which have come under my 
notice—in one in particular which I have now in 
my mind—the estimated amount to be required of 
the contractor was $20,000, and the Department 
has already called upon that contractor for up- 
wards of two hundred thousand dollars. The res- 
ervation amounted to ten per cent.—that was ten 
per cent. on $20,000; but if the contractor is re- 
quired to furnish. $200,000, the reservation is ten 
per cent. upon $200,000. And in the mean time, 
since the contract was made, the price of the ar- 
ticles stipulated to be furnished has greatly ad- 
vanced. It is notorious that the Government does 
not nay its contractors, and that there are millions 
of dollars due to-day from the various Depart- 
ments of the Government to men who have ful- 
filled every item and every stipulation of their con- 
tracts. These men are deotives not only of these 
enormous amounts of reservations, but are abso- 
lutely denied payment of the amount of the prin- 
cipal for the goods which they have furnished. 
Many of them are breaking down, and there was 
never a more flagrant piece of injustice practiced 
in this country, than bor this Government to re- 
quire contractors to live up to their agreements, 
and to furnish an amount of articles larger than 
their contracts estimated, while the Government 
is entirely regardless of the fulfillment of the obli- 
gations on its part. I say that, in times like these, 
when contractors are suffering from the advance 
of prices and sustaining, in most instances, great 
losses, if a contractor furnishes the amount of 
goods estimated to be required by his contract, 
and fifty per cent. in addition to that, it is no more 
than simple justice on the part of the Govern- 
ment that he should be released from going on 
f an indefinite extent, which is certain ruin to 

im. 

_ Mr. LOVEJOY. What will be the effect of the 
Joint resolution in case a contractor has already 
furnished fifty per cent. above the amount required 
in his contract ? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. He is required 
to furnish his $20,000, the amount estimated, and 
fifty per cent. additional, and he is not to be re- 
quired to furnish anything beyond that. 

Mr.LOVEJOY. What will be the result where 
he has already furnished more? + 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Well, that 
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| will be left to the Secretary of the Navy to be 


4 





| &c. 


determined. 


Mr. DIVEN. If I understand the statement 


r of the gentleman from Massachusetts, these con- 


tracts bind the contracting parties to furnish all 
that the Government need, and specify an esti- 
mate of the amount which will probably be re- 
quired, but the contracts give to the Government 
the right to order more. 

Now, if the articles which are to be furnished 
advance in price, so as not to ullow a profit to the 
contractor, he, of course, will be relieved under 
this resolution. Suppose, on the other hand, that 
the articles have diminished in value, as some ar- 
ticles have, then, | want to know, can the con- 
tractor insist upon furnishing all that the Govern- 
ment wants of those particular articles under his 
contract? I want this resolution, if it relieves 
the contractor in a case of hardship for him, also 
to relieve the Government in a case of hardship 
for it. 

Mr.SEDGWICK. Ifthe gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts will allow me, I think I can relieve the 
difficulty under which the gentleman from New 
York labors. The Government is not compelled 
to take anything beyond the amount specified in 
the contract. The printed form of contract for 
supplies authorizes the Government to require 
additional supplies, but the contractor has no 
right, if the price falls, to force on the Government 
one single pound or yard of the article contracted 
for beyond the amount whiclf the Government 
agreed to take. : 

While lam up, I desire to mention a single case 
that has fallen under my observation, and which 


| is not the one referred to by the gentleman from 


Massachusetts. A contractor contracted to deliver 
at the navy-yards of Philadelphia, New York, and 
Boston canvas to the amount of $28,000, at a price 
agreed upon. ‘That contractor has been already 
called upon to furnish, and has furnished. under 
that contract, $120,000 worth; and he has requi- 
sitions which will run the amount up within the 
year, according to his estimate, $200,000. In the 
mean time, the article I speak of has increased in 

rice from thirty-three to forty per cent. That 
is the case with almost every article of naval sup- 
plies, especially with articles furnished from south- 
ern States, such as canvas, duck, turpentine, tar, 
Some of them have increased in price more 
than one hundred percent, The Government now 
owes to this contractor aboui seventy thousand 
dollars—considerably more than twice the whole 
estimated amount of the contract—for which he 
cannot realize the money. It is an important 
article, and the contractor is compelled to pay the 


| duties ip gold. 


Now, that is a case, and one of a class of cases, 
where the Secretary of the Navy ought to be 
authorized to exercise discretion. It has been 
the practice of the Department heretofore, when 
twenty-five per cent. over the amount contracted 
for had been furnished, to settle and discharge the 
contract. But the present Secretary does not feel 
authorized, in the absence of an express resolu- 
tion of Congress, to make any such arrangement, 
although he concedes its equity. This matter was 
brought before the Naval Committee, and it was 
unanimously agreed that it was a case in which 
the parties contracting were entitled to some equit- 
able relief in the way of discharge from their con- 
tracts. 

Mr.McKNIGHT. Although it does not seem 
unreasonable that the Secretary of the Navy should 
be authorized to settle with contractors on the basis 
proposed by the resolution introduced by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, it seems to me that 
there oughi to be some restrictions on the amount 
of the contracts or purchases; and I suggest that 
the resolution had better go to the Naval Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I move the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the joint resolu- 
tion. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | ~ be read. 


main question ordered, and under its operation 
the joint resolution was passed. 
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_Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the joint resolution was 
passed; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Forvey, its Secretary, announcing that the 
Senate had agreed to the report of the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 259) making ap- 
yropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department during the fiscal year ending the 30th 
of June, 1863, and had also agreed to the report of 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments to 
the bill (H. R. No, 242) making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
1863, and additional appropriations for the year 
ending June 30, 1862. 


BOOKS FOR SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


Mr. McPHERSON. [ask unanimous consent 
to report back from the Library Committee a joint 
resolution to supply the Smithsonian Institution 
with copies of volumes of Wilkes’s Exploring 
Expedition. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object. 


FRAUDULENT WAR CONTRACTS. 


Mr. HICKMAN, by unanimous consent, of- 
fered the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of War (Ex- 
ecutive Document No. 94) containing the report of the com- 
mission on war claims at St. Louis, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, with instructions to inquire and 


report, by bill or otherwise: First, upon the expediency of 


ordering proceedings to recover the money which has been 
obtained by individuals iu violation of law, or upon fraudu- 
lent contracts. Second, upon the expediency of making the 
evidence taken, and said report by the commission, prima 
facie evidence in any proceeding at law, or upon any appli- 
cation to Congress or the Executive Departments, by indi- 
viduals whose claims were investigated by the said ecom- 
mission for pay or allowances, and where such claims have 
been disallowed, in whole or in part, by the commission. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act (S. 
No. 188) to increase the efficiency of the medical 
departmentof the Army; when the Speaker signed 
the same. 

PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS. 


Mr. MOORHEAD asked unanimous consent 
to report a bill from the Naval Committee. 

Mr. WASHBURNE., I must insist on the reg- 
ular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of reports from commit- 
tees undisposed of. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
hear the bill read. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The business in order is the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 332) to define 
the pay and emoluments of certain officers of the 
Army, and for other purposes. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
bill be passed over. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. A Senate bill of the 
same title has been reported from the Committee 
on Military Affairs. We do not care to have it 
considered. I move that it be laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SIGNAL CORPS. 

The SPEAKER. The next business in order 
is the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 352) to 
provide for the organization of a signal corps, to 
serve during the war; the question being on the 
engrossment and third reading of the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask that the bill 


I have no objection to 


I call for the regular order 


I move that that 


The bill was read. It authorizes the President 
of the United States to appoint, by and with the 


a Pegee o> 


RL ON OT 


or 


1682 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








advice and consent of the Senate, for service dur- 
ing the present war, so many signal officers, with 
the rank, pay, and allowances of captains or lieu- 
tenants of calvary, and detail so many enlisted 
men, with the rank and pay of serg: ants of cav- 
alry, as he may deem necessary; provided, the 
number of captains shall notexceed three for each 
military department of the United States; the num- 
ber of first ieutenants shall not exceed one foreach 
division of the Army in the service of the United 
States; the number of second lieutenants shall not 
exceed two for each btigade of the Army; and the 
number of sergeants shall not exceed one for each 
signal officer who may be appointed; and pro- 
vided further, thateach officer soappointed, shall, 
before receiving his commission, be examined and 
approved by n military board to be convened for 
the purpose. The second section provides that 
the officersand men of the signal corps shall serve 
inany military department or with any forces to 
which they may be ordered. The third’ section 
provides shat the officers and men of the signal 
corps, or those who may be temporarily serving 
in the corps, may be mounted upon horses, the 
property of the United States; and in this case the 
officers shall not be entitled to and shall not re- 
ceive commutation for forage. The fourth section 
provides that the President may assign to duty, 


or may appoint as signal officers, such officers of 


the Army of the United States as he may elect; 
and these officers, while so serving, shall have the 


rank, pay, and allowances of signal officers of the || rebeiion and prevent its return. Reported with the recom- 
grade io which they may be respectively so ap- | 


pointed or assigned. The fifth section provides 
that the President shall be authorized to appoint, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
one chief signal officer, with the temporary rank 
and pay and allowances of a —— of cavalry. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It has been deemed || 


of the utmost importance that this organization 
should be made. Every commander who has seen 
active service in the field has recognized the great 





en mio tiateeecae 
| of Congress) to assume exclusive use of the telegraph for 
| its own legitimate purposes, or to assert the right or priority 
in the transmission of its own dispatches. 
Mr. WILSON demanded the previous question 
| on the adoption of the resolution. 
The previous question was seconded,.and the 


| 


|| main question ordered; and under the operation 


| 
| 
i} 
| 
| 
| 


thereof, the resolution was adopted. 
CONFISCATION OF REBEL PROPERTY. 
The SPEAKER. The next business in order 


|| Committee on the Judiciary, relative to the con- 


service done to the country by this signal corps. | 


The system of signals invented by Major Myers, 
the officer at present at the head of the corps, has 
proved itself of such value that the Navy Depart- 
ment has made direct application to the Secretary 
of War to detail an officer to instruct naval offi- 
cers init. "The Navy Department has also intro- 
duced the system into the Naval Academy. As 
1 have already remarked, atevery battle upon the 
sea-coastand elsewhere, where these officers have 
been detailed for service, our commanders have 
acknowledged the great obligations they have been 
under to this system of signals. 

The proposed organization, as the House will 
perceive, isofa very modestcharacter. The sec- 
tion creating the temporary rank of colonel was 


reported with a view of giving it to Major Myers, | 


now at the head of the corps, I have spoken to 
that gentleman on the subject, and he responded 
that he did not wish that rank if it would endan- 
ger the passage of this bill. He felt it to be im- 
portant that these signal officers should have pro- 
motion up to the rank of captain. I move to insert 
**colonel”’ in the blank, so that the House may 
decide on the question. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, demanded the pre- 
vious question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TELEGRAPHIC CENSORSHIP OF THE PRESS. 


The SPEAKER stated the next business in 
order to be the consideration of the following res- 
olution, relative to the establishment of a tele- 
graphic censorship of the press, reported from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, by the gentleman 
from lowa, [Mr. Witsew:] 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Government should not interfere with 
the free transinission of intelligence by telegraph when the 
same Will not aid the public enemy in his military or naval 
operations, or give him information concerning such oper- 
ations on the yart of this Government, except when it may 
become necessary for the Government (ander the authority 


| fiseation of the property of rebels. They were 
received unanimously, and the motion of the gen- 
| tleman from Ohio [Mr. Penpieron] to lay upon 
the table, will apply to all of the bills. The re- 


ports have been docketed, as follows: 


By Mr. Hickman, from Judiciary Committee, March 20, 
1862. 

A bill (H. R. No. 126) to forfeit the property and slaves 
of persons who shall engage in, or aid and abet, armed re- 
bellion against the United States. Reported with the rec- 
ommendation that the bill do not pass. Mr. Binguam sub- 
mitted an amendment in the nature of a substitute. Mr. 
PENDLETON moved that the said bill be laid upon the table. 
Question, Shall the bill be laid upon the table? 


A bill (H.R. No. 107) to forfeit the property and slaves of 


persons who shall engage in, or aid and abet, armed rebel- 

| lion against the United States. Reported with the recom- 

mendation that the bill do not pass. Mr. Bincuam sub- 

mitted an armgendment in the nature of a substitute. Mr. 

| PENDLETON moved that the said bill be laid upon the table. 
Question, Shall the bill be laid upon the table? 

A bill (AL. R. No. 106) to facilitate the suppression of the 


mendation that the bill donot pass. Mr. PENDLETON moved 
that the said bill be laid upon the table. Question, Shall 
the bill be laid upon the table ? 


A bill (H. R. No. 110) making it a penal offense for any | 


officer or private of the Army or Navy to capture or return, 
or aid in the capture or return, of fugitive slaves. Reported 
with the recommendation that the bill do not pass. Mr. 
PENDLETON moved that the said bill be laid upon the table. 
Question, Shall the bill be laid upon the table ? 

| <A bill (HL. R. No. 128) to punish treason, and to provide 


is the consideration of various reports from the 


i 
| 


a more effectual mode jor the collection of taxes imposed | 


by Congress, and to furnish a fund to remunerate the losses 


|| of loyal citizens, and to provide homesteads for soldiers 
Leported 


employed in suppressing the present rebellion. 
with the recommendation that the bill do not pass. Mr. 


|| PeNDLeTON moved that the said bill be laid upon the table. 


Question, Shall the bill be laid upon the table? 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 11) relative to the right and 
duty of the President in regard to persons held as slaves in 
any military district in a state of insurrection. Reported 


}| with the recommendation that the joint resolution do not 


| pass, 


Mr. PenpLetron moved that the joint resolution be 


laid upon the table. Question, Shall the joint resolution be | 


| laid upon the table? 
Joint resolution (H. R. No. 13) concerning the rebellion. 


|} Reported with the recommendation that the joint resolution 





| do not pass. Mr. PenpLeron moved that the joint resolu- 
tion be laid upon the table. Question, Shall the joint res- 
olution be laid upon the table ? 

Joint resolution (H.R. No. 14) im relation to persons 
claimed as slaves in the States now in rebellion, Reported 
with the recommendation that the bill do not pass. Mr. 
PENDLETON moved that tle said joint resolution be laid 
upon the table. Question, Shall the joint resolution be 
laid upon the table? 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 15) in relation to the confis- 
cation of the property of rebels. Reported with the rec- 
| ommendation that the said joint resolution do not pass. 
Mr. PENDLETON moved thatthe said joint resolution be laid 
upon the table. Question, Shall the joint resolution be laid 
upon the table? 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 18) to faeilitate the suppres- 
sion of the rebellion and prevent its return. Reported with 
the recommendation that the said joint resolution do not 
pass. Mr. PENDLETON moved that the said joint resolution 


be laid upon the table? 
A resolution (Mis. Doc. No. 9) as to the powers of the 
President of the United States over the Army and Navy. 


BARGER. Reported with the recommendation that the res- 
olution do not pass. Mr. PenpLetron moved that the said 





resolution be laid upon the table. Question, Shall the reso- 
lution be laid upon the table? 

A resolution (Mis. Doc. No.3) relative to the confiscation 
of the property of rebels. Submitted on the 2d of December, 
1861,by Mr. Campsety. Reported with the reeommenda- 
tion that the resolution do not pass. Mr. PENDLETON noved 
that the resolution be laid upon the table. Question, Shall 
the resolution be laid upon the table? 

A resolution on the subject of military orders for the re - 
turn of slaves. Submitted on the 23d of December by Mr. 
Suanxs. Reported with the recommendation that the res- 
olution do not pass. Mr. PexpLeron moved thatthe reso- 
lution be laid upon the table. Question, Shall the resolution 
be laid upon the table? 

A resolation relative to the expediency of making void 
all sales, transfers, and dispositions of property of every 
kind, by persons engaged in insurrection against the United 
States. Submitted on the 20th of January, 1862. Reported 
with the recommendation that the resolution do not pass. 
Mr. PenpLeTon moved that the said resolution be laid upon 
— Question, Shall the resolution be laid upon the 
table: 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 54) in relation to the powers 
of the President of the United States. Mr. Penpieron 
moved that the said joint resolution be laid upon the table. 
Question, Shall the joint resolation be laid upon the table ? 


Submitted on the 3d of December, 1861, by Mr. Sueuia- | 


SS = 


} 


be laid upon the table. Question, Shall the joint resolution | 


| the State of Pennsylvania, will soon be announced 
/} and I ask the unanimous consent of the House 


| on the state of the Union. 








April 16, 


Mr. BINGHAM. [ask my colleague to wii). 
draw his motion to lay upon the table, so that the 
House may decide upon my substitute on j; 
merits. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I would be willing y, 
accommodate my friend, but members around me 
state that if | withdraw the motion to lay upon 
the table it will be renewed by others. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Does that motion apply to 
the first bill, or to all of the bills and amend. 
ments? ° 

The SPEAKER. It will apply to all of them, 

Mr. BINGHAM. I appeal again to my col- 
league to withdraw the motion to lay upon the 
table. 

Mr. PENDLETON. If I did, it would be re. 
newed at once, and | decline to withdraw it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. [ask that there be a sepa- 
rate vote on each bill. 

Mr. COX. 1 object. 

The SPEAKER. Then they must be all con- 
sidered at once. 

Mr. BINGHAM. As we have to vote on all 
of these bills, | ask that they be all read. 

The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 


3 


| bills. 


ARMY DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Speaker, 
itis understood by the House that the death of 
Mr. Coorer, late a member of this House from 


’ 


for leave to report from the Committee of Ways 
and Means a bill to provide for a deficiency in the 
appropriation for the pay of the two and three 
years volunteers and the officers and men actually 
employed in the western department, which the 
Secretary of War is very anxious to have passed 
at once, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That bill, under 
the rule, must go to the Committee of the Whole 
I desire to know 
whence this deficiency of $30,000,000. 


The bill was read a first and second time, and 


|| referred to the Committee Of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Before that question is taken, 1 move that gen- 


| eral debate on this bill in the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union be closed within 
five minutes after the consideration of the bill has 


| been commenced. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Let us have time 
enough to have some explanation of this most 
extraordinary deficiency. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. 
minute for every million. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will. modify 
my motion so that the debate in committee shall 
be closed in thirty minutes. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The motion to go into committee was then 
agreed to. 

So the House resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cox 
in the chair.) 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move that the 
committee proceed to the consideration of the 
Army deficiency bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Chairman, 
the bill before the committee is to provide for a 
deficiency in the appropriations for the Army, in 
consequence of a larger number of men than five 
hundred thousand having been called into service. 
A deficiency has arisen, as we are informed by 
the Secretary of War, of $30,000,000. Unless 
this sum be appropriated, there will not be enough 
to pay the two and three years volunteers. It is 
important that the bill should be passed, and sent 
at once to the Senate. One hundred thousand 
dollars is also included, to pay the officers and 
men employed in the Missouri deqesmees. Task 


Makeita 


_ the Clerk shall read the documents I send 
um. 

Mr. MALLORY. How is it that the money 
is confined to the volunteers of the department 
of Missouri, when like service was authorized 
in other States situated like Missouri? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. This will cover 
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precisely what is included in that act. The ref- 
erence is to the title of that act. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
to has not yet passed the Senate. 

Mr. MALLORY. When it has passed into 
law, | hope that the Committee of Ways and 
Means will make the necessary appropriation to 
carry it into effect. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The Secretary of 
War reported some excess, but gave the sum total 
in the volunteer service, so far as thesmuster rolls 
had been returned at the Department, at four hun- 
dred and sixteen thousand two hundred and forty- 
nine men. And now I desire, if the gentleman 
has the means of information, that he will let the 
House know how many more men than the five 
hundred thousand authorized by law have been 
actually enlisted and mustered into the service up 
to this time? Lask him whether there is official 
evidence in the Department that even-five hun- 
dred thousand men have actually been mustered 
into the service? 
number of men are actually in the field south of 
Mason and Dixon’s line, and what proportion of 
them are still in camp in the northern and west- 
ern States, and not actually in service? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Ifthe gentleman 
from Ohio will allow the communication from the 
Secretary of War which I have sent to the Clerk’s 
desk to be read, perhaps he will obtain the in- 
formation he desires. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. , Will it state the 
precise number of men in service? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Perhaps not ex- 
actly that, but he will find information upon some 
other points involved. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Vermont if he knows the actual 
number of men enlisted ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have no offi- 
cial information upon the subject other than that 
which may be in the possession of every gentle- 
man of the House. The former Secretary of War 
stated the number of men in service as between 
six and seven hundred thousand men. I have 
never seen any official statement on the subject 
other than that. I have seen it reported that there 
are in service between five and six hundred thou- 
sand men—nearly six hundred thousand, I believe. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I inquired because 
it has been reported through the country to be 
true that troops have been nominally raised and 
enlisted, rations and pay drawn, when the troops 
have never been in service at all. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania here on my left [Mr. CovopE]} 
informs me that he learned from the Secretary of 
War that the number of troops in service is five 
hundred and seventy-two thousand. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Actually enlisted 
and in service? 

Mr. COVODE. I think the number was five 
hundred and seventy-two thousand enlisted and 
actually in service. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Then the thirty 
millions appropriated by this bill is to cover the 
pay of seventy-two thousand men? 

Mr. COVODE. I understand that $20,000,000 
is for the pay and rations of these men, and that 
the other $10,000,000 is to pay for transportation 
and other incidental expenses of enlistment, and 
bringing them into the field. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. It is, by its terms, 
to pay a deficiency in the appropriations for the 
year ending 30th June, 1862. 

Mr. COVODE. Yes, sir; for the next two 
months—for May and June. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I wish to say fur- 
ther that I understand that the bill appropriating 
money for the service of the War Department for 
the next year, which we have passed, includes 
this excess. Am I correct in that statement, I ask 
the gentleman from Vermont? 

_ Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. All the informa- 
tion I have upon the subject is contained in the 
communication from the Secretary of War, which 
I have sent to the Clerk’s desk, and which 1 ask 
the gentleman from Ohio to allow it to be read. 
The gentleman will then know as much as I do 
upon this subject. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The gentleman 
from Vermont knows very well that unless the bill 
we have passed making appropriations for the 


l further desire to know what | 
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The act referred | 

















| do not yield at this moment. 
| formed—I do not vouch for the fact—that there 


this excess in the number of troops, we shall have 


to cover the excess. 


Mr. DAWES. I desire to inquire of the gentle- 


man from Pennsylvania, {[Mr. Covopg,] who has || 


just given to the House some information touch- 
ing the number of troops actually in service, if it 
has come to his knowledge that there are in the 


. | 
different parts of the country what are called skel- | 


eton regiments which are only full in their num- 
ber of officers; abundant, redundant in officers, 
but in rank and file, beggarly poor; that in fact 
there are regiments in the country that consist in 
nothing but officers, the pay-rolls of which are 
made out, and the full pay and compensation of 
the officers drawn with singular regularity as often 
as they are permitted? 

I have to say that if I am called upon at this 
time to vote for an appropriation of $30,000,000 as 
a deficiency, it would be convenient, not to say 
proper or necessary—it would be gratifying to me 


if some gentleman could give us some little inform- | 


ation as to where this $30,000,000 is to go. 

Mr. COVODE. I will give the gentleman the 
best information I have; but the gentleman from 
Massachusetts knows that it has been reported, 


| 





and I have no doubt upon ‘official authority, that | 


there are actually in the field over six hundred 


thousand men. The present Secretary of War | 


made &pplication to the proper officers in his De- 


partment to give him exact information as to the | 
exactnumber. TheresultI have mentioned. I saw | 
a table showing the number reported from each | 
State, and upon looking it over and comparing it | 


with the knowledge which I had in reference toa 
portion of it—I mean especially the troops reported 
as coming from Pennsylvania—l found the num- 
ber set down,from that State to be correct. So far 
as I was able to judge of the correctness of the 
statement generally | found it satisfactory, and I 
believe it to be correct. As I have said, the ag- 
gregate number there stated was, according to my 
recollection, five hundred and seventy-two thou- 
sand. 


Mr. DAWES rose. 
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to pass bills to supply deficiencies for that year 


|| and exploded here. 
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purpose of conferring with him in reference to this 





_ alleged defaleation. How much truth there may 


be in the rumor I am not able to say. 

Mr. COVODE. I want to say just this 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I 
am upon the floor and do not yield to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, nor will I yield to him 
until he learns manners and decency enough to 
deal with gentlemen in this House as its rulesand 
decorum require. He is entitled to no courtesy 
from me. 

Now, sir, it is extraordinary indeed that when 
a charge of this description is made here, that in- 
stead of meeting it as it ought to be met, and re- 
futing it if it can be refuted, the member indulges 
in the worn out, threadbare, infamous insinuation 
of treason which has again and again been repeated 
Sir, let me tell him that the 
time has gone by for all that. The country has 





set its seal of condemnation upon it. The whole 


people are rising up in judgment against it, and 
the day hasgone by whenany manis to be silenced 


+ upon this floor by insinuations of that kind. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I am very glad, sir, 
to hear the gentleman characterizing his remark 
as a charge to be met. | wantto know if he makes 
that charge and holds himself responsible before 
the country for making such a charge ? 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. My language was 
very distinct. I stated that it was a rumor im- 
plying a charge against that Department, and I 
was struck with the amount named in the bill, and 
with the fact that we have been furnished with no 
satisfactory explanation. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The Secretary fur- 


nishes an explanation, and it shows how unrea- 


|| sonable and unreasoning this allegation or rumor 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Ihave the floorand | 


is not a deficiency, but a deficit, a defaleation in 
the War Department of some thirty millions of 
dollars. If the gentleman has any information 
upon that subject, it would be very gratifying to 
me to hear it. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I think it is due to 
the House that the gentleman from Ohio shall give 
the name of the person upon whose authority he 
makes that statement 

Mr. COVODE. I have had the opportunity of 
learning, perhaps, as much as any member of the 
House in reference to the number of men in ser- 
vice, and I have given the figures as near as I 
could. And now, I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio upon what authority he makes his as- 
sertion in reference to a defalcation in the War 
Department? When a gentleman comes here for 
the purpose of putting difficulties in the way of 
the Administration, | want him to come out and 


I have just been in- | 


state the authority upon which he makes such a | 


charge against the Administration. When a man 


is in the habit of using language in the House of | 


Representatives which, if it is not treason, comes 
very near it, let him give his authority when he 
makes such a charge against the Administration. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I 
have the floor; and if I had not, I would call 
the member from Pennsylvania to order. If steal- 
ing isa part of the business of the Administration, 


and it is treason to inquire into it, then this is | 


treason, and it isthe only treason I have been guilty 
of. When did that become treason? 
that what Ihave said was a rumor. I said that I 
did not vouch for its truth. J merely suggested 
the rumor I have heard; and am I to be told by 


the member from Pennsylvania that it is treason | 


to charge that a defatcation has occurred in a De- 
partment of the Government? 

Mr. COVODE. 1 deny the truth of the asser- 
tion; and | call for the evidence. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I was proceeding 


to say that it is well known in the country that 


| the Secretary of the Treasury has gone to Penn- 
sylvania to confer with the late Secretary of War, | 
year ending the 30th of June, 1863, provides for |! and the rumor is, that he has gone there for the 


I asserted | 





I may be mistaken by a few thousands, || 
| but that is my recollection. 


is. We all know that the estimates upon which 
our appropriation was founded were for five hun- 
dred thousand men, and it is as well known as 
anything can be known that there are over seven 
hundred thousand men in the service, and the es- 
timate to pay five hundred thousand men we know 
will not pay six or seven hundred thousand, This 
appropriation is for the purpose of making up that 


| deficiency for the time which will elapse before 


the fiseal year terminates. That, I should think, 
ought to be explanation enough to satisfy any 
reasonable man, and a better explanation than 
that furnished by this outside rumor which the 
gentleman brings into the House to assail the 
Administration with. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Enough has al- 


ready been disclosed by your investigating com- 


| mittees of the atrocious frauds and peculations by 
| that Department to justify me in referring to 


charges or rumors of this character, and it will 


| not do for the friends of the ex-Secretary of War 


to put on the garb of virtuous indignation when 
such charges are alluded to, after the mass of 
damning evidence which has been accumulated 
by one uf the committees of your own House. I 
said expressly that I did not vouch for the truth 
of it. I do not know personally anything about 
it, but I say that after what has been disclosed, a 
rumor of that kind is entitled to more credibility, 
at least, than it would be if perfect innocence had 
prevailed from the beginning. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I desire to say that 
this is not a case in which there can be anything 
of the description which the gentleman alludes to. 
We all know what Congress has fixed the pay of 
soldiers at. We all know what is the pay of offi- 


|| cers; and by multiplying the pay by the number 


of men we can ascertain what the deficiency 
amounts to. The excess in the number of men 
in the service over that which was provided for 
and estimated for is a sufficient explanation of this 
matter, and I say it puts a stopper on the gentle- 


| man, unless he can show that there is not this 


number of men in the field. 

And now I desire to answer an observation 
which fell from the gentleman from Massachu- 
setis, [Mr. Dawes.] 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. One moment, if 
you please, and then I will yield again. Before 
the gentleman from Missouri proceeds further, let 


| me say, in regard to this part of the subject, that 
| I have not criticised, as I have a right to do, and 


as 1 would do under ordinary circumstances, the 


| act of the Administration in calling out more 


troops than Congress hasauthorized. The Presi- 
dent asked, last July, for four hundred thousand 


(| men, and Congress gave him five hundred thou- 
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sand; and now we are told that there are six or | 
seven hundred thousand, or at least five hundred | 
and seventy-two thousand in the service. The | 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] has | 


referred to the fact, which has been notorious all |! 


over the country, that there are skeleton regiments 
in which there are nothing butofficers, or for which 
but few privates have been enlisted, who have 
been drawing pay all along. There are regiments 


TH 


in my own district, or were not long since, which | 
were organized eight or nine months ago, and | 
which still contain less than half the number of | 


men required, whose officers have been paid from 
the hour when they were first authorized to raise 
the regiments. 

Now, I have passed that by, because I am not 


one of those who propose to go into an investiga- | 


tion of the acts of the Administration on that sub- 

jectat this time, They have the responsibility of 

this whole war upon them. Let them take all the 

men the y choose to take and all the money the 
c 


] Louse 


see what can be made of it; but when it comes to 


1008e8 to appropriate to carry it on, and | 


a question of honesty in the application of it, I | 


have the same rights as any other member of the 
House. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I desire to say a 
few words in reply to what fell from the gentle- 
man from Massachusets, [Mr. Dawes.}] The 
observation made by the gentleman was that there 
are skeleton regiments, the officers of which are 
receiving pay. Now, sir, | undertake to say that 
that state of facts cannot exist; for the law which 
authorized the raising of these volunteers provides 
that no men shall be mustered into service as a 
regiment or as a company without having the 
minimum, which is eight hundred men fora regi- 
ment and eighty men fora company. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. How about the 
nineteenth regiment ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I am speaking now 
of the volunteer regiments. The regular regi- 
ments were organized upon a different principle 
altogether, and it will be recollected by the House 
that the Committee on Military Affairs resisted 
that measure as long as they could. 

Mr.VALLANDIGHAM. Has not every offi- 
cer authorized by that bill been appointed, and has 
he not drawn pay ever since? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
about the fact. 

Mr. DAWES. I desire to put a question to the 
gentieman fram Missouri. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I cannot answer | 
two gentlemen at once. I will hear the gentle- | 
man trom Massachusetts as soon as I get through 
with the gentleman from Ohio. There is no ques- | 
tion about the fact being as the gentleman has | 
stated it with reference to the eleven new regiments | 
of regulars authorized by Congress. The Gov- 
ernment war authorized to appoint those officers, 
and did appoint them, and almost every member | 
upon the floor of this House, or of the Senate, is | 
as much responsible for that as the Administra- | 
tion is. The officers were appointed, probably, | 
before a single man was recruited; and if the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts alluded to those regi- 
ments, then his remark was just and applicable, 


There is no doubt 


| 
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him, and that from that table it appeared that || Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Oh, nobody doubts 


there were five hundred and seventy-two thousand 
men in the service. He had evidently made no 
investigation behind the table at all. I would like 
to ask the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Bair) 


if he has made any investigation, not to ascertain | 


| so much what the law is as to ascertain what the 
fact is. 


to the question of fact. I stated to the House a 
moment ago that there were, in point of fact, not 
in point of law, skeleton regiments about this 
country, drawing upon its Treasury to an alarm- 
ing extent, whose only usefulness was in furnish- 
ing officers to patrol the streets of cities, and to 
exhibit their uniforms and their manners to the 
peaceful citizens. [Laughter.] I want to know 
from my friend, not what the law is, but what the 
fact is; and I would like him to give the House 
the benefit of his investigation of the fact. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Well, Mr. Chair- 
man, I have not had an opportunity of traveling 
round the country such as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts has had, [laughter,] and, there- 
fore, | must admit that his range of observation 
has been much broader than mine; but I am dis- 
posed to believe that the officers of the Govern- 
ment have in good faith executed the law. If 
there have been frauds, and officers of the Govern- 
| ment have connived at them, it is our misfottune. 
Mr. DAWES. Whatis the result of your in- 
vestigations ? ; 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have seen the of- 
ficial statement of which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Covopg} speaks. It showed 
that there were so many men employed in the 
Army. We had every evidence that we could 
have of the correctness of these returns. There 
is first the sworn report of the officer who returns 
acertain number of men. It shows that these 
men exist, in fact, in the various regiments. If 
the gentleman from Massachusetts can invent any 
scheme to make men honest, he will succeed in 
doing what very few men have done. If he will 


I would like to know if the gentleman | 
from Missouri has gone into any investigation as || 


that, | suppose. 
Mr. COVODE. Mr. Chairman, I thought | 
made myself understood . 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I decline to yield 
except to the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 





| ODELL. 


' furnish a scheme or invention to this Government 


to prevent men from swearing falsely, as these men 
have done, if they have overstated the number in 
service, he will do whatall others have failed to do. 

Mr. DAWES. I will suggest to my friend a 
plan. It is this: that when the Congress of the 
United States is called upon to appropriate thirty, 


or forty, or fifty millions of dollars, in a single | 


| bill, the officials asking it will furnish us with 


some information pertaining to its expenditure. 
| | think that that would contribute something to- 
ward the faithfulness of the expenditure. ‘The 
Departments would see that they would be held to 
a strict account for its cxaaneiions. Sir, 1 am 
quite tired and worn out in the investigation of 
these matters. 
get up here and say that if the law is faithfully 
carried out, this will all work well. That is beg- 
ging the questionentirely. This isnotaquestion of 
law atall, It isaquestion of fact, which nobody 


asking this appropriation deems it worth while to | 


give us any information about. 
| Mr. ODELL. Mr, Chairman—— 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 


but in no other sense. The company officersand || has the floor. 


field officers in the volunteer service cannot re- 
ceive their pay until their companies or regiments 
contain the minimum number of men established | 
by law. I admit that many regiments have been | 
cut to pieces and decimated in battle and by dis- | 


Mr. DAWES. Now about this question of fact. 
| I do not see how anybody can have walked the 
| streets of Washington for the last three months, 
| and failed to observe the fact that there were offi- 


| cers here whose regiments the Lord knew better 


ease, and probably the law has not been executed || where they were than they did. They were here 


in regard to them. 
they could be reerganized or recruited, and the | 
fragments or remnants of such regiments have 
sull been employed in the field; and [ do not sup- 
pose there isa man in this House who would ask 
that they should not be. 

Mr, VALLANDIGHAM. I will yield now 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, i do not par- 
ticipate in this controversy between the gentleman 
from Pennsylvama [Mr. Covopg) and the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. VaLtanpiguaM,] or make 
myself a party to itatall, | rose forinformation, 
in good faith. I thought it was due to the House 
that we should know something about the occa- 
sion for this deficit of $30,000,000. The gentle- 
man from Penasylvania [Mr. Covepe) rose in 
explanation, and said that he had seen a very 
beautiful table, which was entirely satisfactory to | 


They have not been where || looking after the pay-rolls. 


. a . 
| tions they should be the firstin. I understand that 


| 








| is strictly accurate. 


They were here see- 
ing that if there were any particular appropria- 


| the men who get the first drafts on the Treasury 
are the men who do the least fighting in this war; 
and | think it quite time that there was some effort, 
| at least, at reformation. 

Mr. COVODE. Mr. Chairman 
Mr. DAWES. Now, | want my friend from 





| Pennsylvania, who has got on the floor, just to 


tell me how much time he has spent in investi- 
gating the fact as to whether that beautifu: table 
which he has brought forward here, shows the 
actual number of soldiers in the service; and if 
so, what is the result of his investigation? 

Mr. COVODE. I will try to do so. 

Mr. DAWES. | understood my friend to say 
that, so far as Pennsylvania is concerned, the table 
I do not doubt that. 


It is not enough for gentlemen to | 








Mr. COVODE. I say, sir 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, 
from Pennsylvania to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will take his seat. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
no courtesy from me. 

Mr. ODELL. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
to yield to have the letters from the Secretary of 
War and the Paymaster General read, which wi|| 
give to the gentleman from Massachusetts, and 
every other member of the House,all the inform- 





I call the member 


He is entitled to 


| ation required on the subject. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the letters will be 
read. I have asked two or three times for their 


| reading. 


The letters were read, as follows: 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Wasuineton City, D. C., April. 16, 1862, 

Sir: The appropriation at the last session of Congress 
for the payment of volunteer troops enlisted into the service 
of the United States, was based upon the estimate that 
their number would not exceed five hundred thousand. 
The number of volunteers in the service is believed to be 
nearly seven hundred thousand. By reason of this increased 
foree, the whole appropriation for the payment of volun- 
teers will be exhausted by the 30th of this month, and pro- 
vision should be made to meet the payments until the 30th 
of June. Upon the report of the Paymaster General, I rec- 
ommend that an appropriation of $30,000,000 be made for 
that purpose. An additional appropriation of $100,000 will 
also be required to carry into effect the act passed 25th of 


| March, 1862, to secure pay, bounty, and pensions to officers 
| and men actually employed in the western department or 


department of Missouri. 
| have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
The Hon. Cuarrman or THE Commirrer or Ways anv 
Means, House of Representatives. 
PayMASTER GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Wasuineoron Ciry, D. C., April 9, 1862. 
Sir: T have the honor to report that, owing to the great 
number of troops under pay, beyond the number estimated 
for, (five hundred thousand men,) the appropriation for de- 
ficiency in the pay department for the current year will be 
exhausted after making the payments to the 30th of this 
month. I have, therefore, the honor to request that a fur- 
ther deficiency appropriation for this year may be asked of 
Congress, to the amount of $30,000,000, for the pay of the 
two and three year volunteers. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJAMIN F. LARNED, 
Paymaster General United States Army. 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 


Mr. McPHERSON. [understood the gentle- 
man from Ohio to say that, under the legislation 
of July, the Administration was only authorized 
to employ five hundred thousand men. If the gen- 
tleman will look at the acts of last session I think 
he will find that he is in error on that point. In 
the act of the 22d July the President was author- 
ized to employ five hundred thousand men, and 
by the subsequent act of 25th July he was author- 
ized to employ an additional force of five hundred 


| thousand men. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That has never 
been the interpretation which the House put upon 
that bill. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Itis very clear what the 


purpose of the legislation was. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


. The committee rose informally; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, a message was received 
from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, its Secretary, 
announcing’ that the Senate had passed an act (8. 
No. 370) concerning the courts of the United 
States, and for the District of Columbia, in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union resumed its session, and continued the con- 
sideration of the 


ARMY DEFICIENCY BILL. 


The Clerk continued to read the bill by sections 
for amendment. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move to amend 
the first section by increasing the appropriation 
one dollar. Ido so for the purpose of responding 
to what fell from the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Dawes.}] He insisted that we should 
perambulate the country and find out whether the 
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reports about officers are, in all instances, correct. |} AndnowlIhavetosay to the gentleman from Ohio | 


He wanted to know from me whether | knew of | 
the correctness of these reports. He wanted to 
know if | was informed, and bow I got the inform- 
ation, that there was such a number of men in 
the service. When I responded to him that I had 
seen the official statement giving five hundred and 
seventy thousand as the number of men rs! aad 
and said that the Secretary of War informed me 
that there were upwards of one hundred thousand 
more in the service, the gentleman fell back on his 
experience, and said that he had seen many officers 
in the streets of this city and elsewhere who were 
detached from their regiments and who did not 
know where to find their regiments. Now, I un- 
dertake to say that this matter in regard to the 
payment of troops is so conducted, under the law, 
that there can be no possible misapprehension 
about it. The reports of our officers, the muster- 
rolls, the pay-rolls, which come to the Depart- | 
ment, are the very best evidences of the existence 
of the troops, far better than the casual observa- 
tions of the gentleman. he pay-roll is made up 
by an officer of each company, an officer who has 
no interest in falsifying the pay-roll. Misrepre- 
sentation in regard to these matters is punished 
with the severest penalties. Then comes the pay- 
master. He pays each individual soldier the 
money due him by the Government. 

A Member. Or to his assignee. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. He pays to him- 
self. There is no assignee aboutit. Hecan only 
pay to himself or to his company officer. Thus 
we have the pay-roll and the muster-roll to cor- 
rect each other. There can be no mistake at all. | 
The casual observation of a gentleman, no matter 
how intelligent, no matter what examination he 
may have given the subject, no matter how many | 
men he may have seen jingling their spurs in the 
streets of Washington, ought not to stand against 
these evidences. 1 speak with a great deference 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts, because | | 
know that, ordinarily, he is most correct in his 
statements. But I think that in this matter he 





ought not to insist that his knowledge or inform- || 


ation, however gained, is to countervail the reports 


of sworn officers of the Government, some of whom || 


have no interest whatever in misrepresenting the 
facts. 

Now, I say that under the law company officers 
cannot be paid except for a certain number of men. | 
Companies cannot be received into service unless 
they amount to the minimum fixed by law. The 
men are inspected by a mustering officer. Every 
man comes and shows himself bodily to the mus- 
tering officer. The muster-roll is made out, the | 
officers and men are mustered into service; and | 
when the paymaster comes round he pays the 
ae into the hands of the men to whom it is 

ue. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, obtained the 
floor. 

Mr. COVODE. Let me correct the statement 
made by me as to the number of men who are 
actually in the service. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have but a 
few words to say, and I prefer to say them now. 
{ had no idea when this bill was introduced that 
it would give rise to any such discussion as we 
have witnessed. And I desire to say to my friend 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] that I trust the 
select committee, of which he is a member, au- 
thorized by the House to investigate Government 
contracts, will bring forward without much fur- 
ther delay, in some sort of shape, their report for 
the action of the House, and not leave the various 
questions pertaining to their investigations to be 
eternally thrust forward on every occasion before 
the House to be discussed piecemeal, when none 
of us are prepared to meet it, in opposition to 
whatever appropriation bill may be before the 
House. 

Now, here we have a plain proposition; a re- 
quest coming from the Secretary of War, show- | 
ing that there is a deficiency in the appropriations | 
for paying the men who have been actually en- 
listed, mustered into the service, and called into 
the field. It is a notorious fact, of which no 
member of the House could have been ignorant, 
that a much larger number of men have been act- 
ually employed in service than was estimated for. 
It is, therefore, merely a question whether they 
shall be paid or fight our battles for nothing and | 





find themselves. 
i 


e ‘ 





(Mr. VaLtanpicHam] that if there is a man here | 


who believes that Secretary Stanton would send 
in a request to have this 


he is certainly the only man who would believe 
it. I take it upon myself to say that there is not 
another man in this House who believes that Sec- 


retary Stanton would be guilty of so foul an act. | 
Now, in relation to this bill, I trust that the | 
House will pass it without further discussion, and | 


let these side issues come up on some other occa- 
sion, when there may be an opportunity of a fair 
and proper investigation of them. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I move to amend the 
amendment by reducing the sum one half. I do 


it for the purpose of saying a few words, not upon | 


the merits of the appropriation, but in regard to 


the allegation of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. | 
VALLANDIGHAM,] as to the legality of calling into | 


service more than five hundred thousand men. If 


the gentleman will examine the two acts of Con- | 


gress of July last, upon this subject, he will find 


that either Congress did not act intelligently, | 
either they did not undérstand what they were 


doing when they passed the second act, or they 
intended to authorize the calling into service of 
an additional five hundred thousand men. 
The first act, approved July 22, provides: 
‘That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
accept the services of volunteers, either as cavalry, in- 
fantry, or artillery, in such numbers, not exceeding five 


hundred thousand, as he may deem necessary for the pur- | 


pose of repelling invasion, suppressing insurrection, en 
forcing the laws, and preserving and protecting the public 
property.”? 

The second act, passed on the 25th of the same 
month, contains a provision 1n these words: 

“That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to accept the services of volunteers, 
either as cavalry, infantry, or artillery, in sueh numbers as 
the exigencies of the public service may, in his opinion, 
demand, to be organized as authorized by the act of the 22d 
of July, 1861: Provided, Thatthe number of troops hereby 
authorized shall not exceed five bundred thousand. ” 


Thus you see that by the first section of the act 
of July 25, there is a distinet authority given to 
call out an additional five hundred thousand men. 
Each bill gives a distinct authority, and cannot 


| possibly be construed to refer to the same force as 








the other. The Administration, therefore, having 
the distinct authority delegated to it by Congress 
to call into service a million of men, certainly did 
not exceed its authority by accepting the services 
of seven hundred thousand men. 

Mr. COVODE. I oppose the amendment of 
my colleague, simply for the purpose of correcting 
the statement made by me as to the aggregate 


| number of men in service according to the estimate 


of the War Department. I find that I was mis- 
taken as tothe exact number. I stated at the time 
that it was five hundred and seventy-two thou- 
sand. Since that time, however, I have conversed 
with a gentleman who has had the same oppor- 
tunity of acquiring information upon the subject 
that I have, and he informs me that the exact 
number is five hundred and eighty-six thousand. 


House pass an appro- | 
priation of $30,000,000 to cover up a defalcation, | 
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Now, Mr. Chairman, in computing the pay of | 


this excess over five hundred thousand at $20,000 
per month, it will reach the sum of $20,640,000. 


3ut, as I stated when I was up before, there are | 
other large expenses which must be incurred for | 


clothing, transportation, &c., which makes up the 
amount of deficiency, not extravagantly stated, to 
$30,000,000. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move that the | 


committee rise, for the purpose of closing debate 
upon this section of the bill. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman will with- 
hold that motion for five minutes. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will withdraw | 


it for the present. 

Mr. McPHERSON. 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. DAWES. I renew it, and I do it simply 
for the purpose of stating that the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Buarr} and the géntleman from 
Vermont (Mr. Morriit] have entirely misunder- 
stood me if they have supposed that I designed to 
reflect at all upon the Secretary of War in any 
way whatever. On the contrary, I rose in good 
faith to get a little information if I could before | 
voted to authorize the expenditure of $30,000,000 
more in the shape of a deficiency for the present 
year. With what success I have accomplished 
my object the House will judge for itself. 


I withdraw my amend- 
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entirely satisfied with the luminous exhibition in 
the speech just made by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania on my right, [Mr. Covoper,] of the ex- 
act number of men in the field, and itis hardly 
necessary for me to pursue the subject further. I 
observe, however, that the Secretary of War is 
not entirely satisfied as to che exact accuracy of 
the information, although the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. Buair] says that there is no need 
of any mistake in this matter, that the informa- 
tion must all come to the Department in an au- 
thentic form, even to a single soldier. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Oh, no; that was 
not my statement, 

Mr. DAWES. I have said that the Secretary 
of War has stated that he believes the number to 
be aboutso many. The Secretary is cautious, 
more so I suggest than the gentleman from Mis- 
souri or the gentleman from Pennsylvania on my 
right. If it be true that the pay rolls are here, 
and that every man on the pay rolls is a live man, 
all the Secretary has got to do when he asks for 
an appropriation of $30,000,000 to make up a de- 
ficiency, 1s to add up the list and tell us exactly 
how many soldiers we have. 

Now, it is a known fact that when the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury, at the commencement of 
this session, was about making his estimates from 
the number of men in the field, he labored a long 
time before he could get any sort of an idea from 


| the War Department about the number of soldiers 


in the servica; and he did not get within three 
hundred thousand of the real number on the third 
effort. I would suggest, therefore, that there may 
be some difficulty, not legal, but practical, in ar- 
riving at a precisely accurate result in this matter, 
If the practical operation is exactly as my friend 
from Missouri says, that the paymaster goes and 
drops the money into the hand of the man to 
whom it belongs, and makes no mistake in iden- 
tifying him, there would be no difficulty; but how 
if he happens to drop it into the hands of a shark 
instead of a soldier? If the statement of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri be literally true, I ask what 
mean the advertisements that I see in the streets 
of ** pay rolls cashed?’’ I do not see what uop- 


| portunity there is of cashing them, if the paymas- 


ter only pays the money into the hands of the 
soldier who has earned it. 

Now, sir, | understand, as well as any member 
of this House, how the Secretary of War is labor- 
ing and how he is struggling to lift the country 
out of the slough in which it is floundering just 
at this moment. I understand all that. Nobody 
appreciates his labors better than I do. I only 


| desire, if it be as my friend from Missouri says it 


is, that some clerk will spend half a day in adding 


| up the columns presented on the pay rolls, so that 


we may know just how many men there are in the 
field. { withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I object to the with- 
drawal of the amendment, for the purpose of en- 
abling me to say, in reply to the gentleman from 


| Massachusetts, that he has misapprehended entire- 


| 





ly whatl said. The gentleman was good enough 
in attempting to state what | said, to state some- 
thing that originated in his own mind. 

I did not state that the Secretary of War could 
ascertain exactly the number of men in the ser- 
vice; but I did state that when the muster and pay- 
rolls came here he could ascertain the number of 
men upon those rolls. There would be no rea- 
sonable doubt in regard to the existence of the 
men whose names appear upon those rolls. It 
will show those who were mustered into the ser- 
vice by a sworn officer of the Government. Each 
man has to be sworn in, and each and every man 
upon the pay-roll will be paid by a sworn officer. 
I endactehe to say that the oaths of these sworn 
officers are as worthy of credit as the casual ob- 
servation of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Those pay-rolls, which are sworn to, will show 


|| those who have been paid. 


3ut the gentleman met that statement by the 
question of what was meant by the advertisements: 
** Pay-roll cashed here.”” My remark was ad- 
dressed in reference, not to the officers, but the 
men of the Army. An officer is not paid like a 
private. He is paid upon a certificate which is 
assignable, and it is in regard to such certificates 
that we see the advertisements to which the gen- 
tleman has referred. When an officer wants to 
raise money he sells his certificate of pay, often 


I am || before it is due, and the purchaser takes the risk 
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f his remaining in the service or of losing his life j 


hefore the pay becomes due. That 18 the expla- 
nation of that matter. The privates in the service 
are brought up to the pay table and paid individ- 
ually by the paymaster. 

Now, sir, | saw a statement that the Secretary 
of War said from the pay-rolls there was the 
number of troops camel into service referred 
to by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Covope.] 
War said there was in addition about one hundred 


thousand men, of which he had undeniable in- | 


formation. That would make near seven hundred 
thousand men in all. 

Mr. COVODE. Five hundred and eighty-six 
thousand is the number stated by the Secretary of 
War to be mustered into the service, and it is 
upon that number that the present appropriation 
is asked, 

Mr. DAWES. j 
must have been laboring under a mistake when 
he said that there was one hundred thousand 
besicd 8. 3 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, by unanimous con- 
sent, withdrew his amendment, 


Then the Secretary of Wat | 


I understood that the Secretary of | 


Department to a rigid accountability and to the 
strict letter of the law; but on looking at the letter 
of the law, it will be seen that it does permit the 
construction to be made that it authorizes the rais- 
ing of one million of men. Men have been raised 


| beyond five hundred thousand to the number of 


something like one hundred and fifty thousand. 
Certainly there has been economy in not exceed- 
ing the estimates by a much larger amount. It is 
to be wondered at that the deficiency does not 
amountto more than is now reported by the War 
Department. These men have been raised, and 


| they have served the country, and there is no man 


here Tam sure who will now refuse to pay what 
is due to them. 

Now, in reference to the imputation cast upon 
the Secretary of War by the gentleman from Ohio, 


who said rumor had ascribed as the amount of the 


defaleation of the War Department exactly the 
ominous amount asked for by the Secretary of 


| War. If there had been any defalcation, the Sec- 
| retary of War would have known of it; and if this 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [renew theamend- | 


ment. Mr. Chairman, 1 made no insinuation what- 
ever, direct or remote, impeaching the integrity of 
the present Secretary of War. Ihave known him 
familiarly for nearly twenty years, and in all that 
time I have never heard a breath of suspicion 
against him in that regard, 
practice to be adopted. in the legislation of this 
House to sereen behind the established honesty 
of any man any expenditure of money of this 
Government from proper inquiry. And it is wor- 
thy of note, also, that, although the First Assist- 
ant Secretary of War is reported by a committee 


appropriation was for the purpose of covering any 
detaleation, I take it that he would have disclosed 
that fact to us. He has, -however, disclosed that 
this appropriation of $30,000,000 is to pay soldiers 
who have been raised by the Government and put 
into service of the country. Nobody will deny 


| the facts nor the money. 


But I deny that itisa || 


I move that the committee rise for the purpose 


of closing the debate on this section. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


| resumed the chair, Mr. Cox reported that the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unien 


| had, according to order, had the Union generally 


of the Pennsylvania Legislature to have been en- || 


gaged in distributing money among the members || 


of that Legislature for the purpose of procuring 
the passage of a railroad bill, yet he is permitted 
to retain his place, while the Secretary of War, 


under consideration, and particularly the Army 
deficiency bill, and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved that the 
debate in the Committee of the Whole on the state 


| of the Union on the pending section be closed in 
| 


upon a mere charge, suspends instantly two assist- | 


antsurgeons of the army stationed in the Missis- 
sippi valley until an investigation can be made into 
their cases. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
rentieman from Ohio speaks of a rumor of a de- 
taleation in the War Department at a time when 
the Secretary of War asks for an appropriation to 
pay volunteers, who otherwise will remain un- 
paid, | put itto him whether he does not make an 
mnsinuation against the Secretary of War? 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I did not, in that 
connection, make any allusion to the Secretary of 
War. I did not insinuate that this $30,000,000 
was to be applied to cover up any defalcation in 
the War Department. 

Mr. COVODE. Let me say a word. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I decline to yield 
to the member from Pennsylvania at all. 

i repeat that any deficiency bill is deserving at 
the hands of the members of this House of the 


Now, when the | 


most rigid scrutiny. Let there be some explana- | 


tion in this ah ews ease of why the appropri- 
ations made by this Congress have been exceeded 
by the Executive Departments. It is the practice 


of this House, and a wise one, that the closest | 


examination should be made of all bills of this 
character. Ihave not ventured to enter into the 


question of why the Administration has called into || 


service more troops than the law allows, notwith- 
standing the case referred to; but 1 do maintain 
that the House never intended, that the Senate 
never intended, and that the country never intend- 
ed, that authority should be given to the War De- 
partment to raise more than five hundred thou- 
sand men, It may be necessary, under the action 
of the preceding administration of the War De- 
partment ia calling out more than that number of 
men, that this interpretation should be made now. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I rise to oppose | 


the amendment. I will sa 
ate nor the House intende 


that neither the Sen- 
to authorize the rais- 


ing of more than five hundred thousand troops; | 


but it was considered by a portion of the Cabinet 
that the act allowed twice that number to be raised. 
On a closer examination of the law, they came to 


the conclusion that it was not intended to raise | 


more than five hundred thousand men, and from | 


that time they did not propose to raise more than 
was contemplated by the act. Under ordinary 
circumstances, | would be in favor of holding the 





| 8. Blair, Blake, 
| Casey, C 


one minute after its consideration shall be re- 
sumed, ' 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved that the 
rules be suspended and the House resolve itself 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


The motion was agreed to. 
So the House resolved itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


| Cox in the chair.) 


The amendment was withdrawn. 
Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. I move'’toamend the 


bill by providing that no letters or other commu- 


nications from the Secretary of War shall be re- 


ceived by this House on any other day than Sat- 
urday. [Laughter.} 

The CHAIRMAN, The amendment is not in 
order. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved that the 
committee rise and report the bill to the House, 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Cox reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the Army 
deficiency bill, and had directed him to report the 
same back to the House, with the recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, demanded the 
previous question on the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main questioned ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill, and tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Tuomas, of 
Massachusetts, and Loveyoy were appointed. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; the tellers 
having reported—ayes thirty-five; more than one 
fifth of those present. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 119, nays 2; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alien. Alley, Ancona, Arnold, 
Ashley, Babbitt, Joseph Baily, Baxer, Baxter, Beaman, 
Biddle, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel 

Wittiam G. Brown, Buffinton, Campbell, 
lements, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe 
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Conkling, Covode, Cox, Davis, Dawes, Delano, Diven 
Duell, Dunlap, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, Fessenden, Frank. 
Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, Haight, Hale, Hall’ 
Harding, Harrison, Hickman, Hooper, Hutehins, Johnson’ 
Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Kerrigan, Killinger. 
Knapp, Lansing, Law, Lazear, Leary, Lehman, Loomis’ 
Lovejoy, McKnight, McPherson, Mitchell, Moorhead, Ay,’ 
son P. Morrill, Justin S. Morrill, Morris, Nixon, Noble 
Noell, Nugen, Odell, Patton, Pendleton, Perry, ‘Timothy 
G. Phelps, Pike, Porter, Potter, Price, Alexander I. Rice 
John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward fH. Rollins, James 8. Rollins’ 
Sargent, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sheflield, Shellabarger, Stoay, 
Smith, Spaulding, John B. Steele, Stratton, Benjamin PF’ 
Thomas, Francis Thomas, Trimble, Trowbridge, Van 
Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Wadsworth, Wall, Wattace. p. 
P. Walton, Ward, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 8. White 
Chilton A. White, Wilson, Windom, Woodruff, Worces’ 
ter, and Wright—119. 
NAYS—Messrs. Calvert and May—2. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


EMANCIPATION IN THE DISTRICT. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following message from the 
President of the United States: 

Fellow- Citizens of the Senate and 
House of Representatives : 

The act entitled “ An act for the release of certain per- 
sons held to service or labor in the District of Columbia” 
has this day been approved and signed. 

I have never doubted the constitutional authority of Con- 
gress to abolish slavery in this District, and I have ever de- 
sired to see the national capital freed from the institution 
in some satisfactory way. Hence there has never been in 
my mind any question upon the subject, except the one of 
expediency, arising in view of all the circumstances. If 
there be matters within and about this act which might have 
taken a course or shape more satisfactory to my judgment, 
I do not attempt to specify them. Lam gratified that the 
two principles of compensation and colonization are both 
recognized and practically applied in the act. 

In the matter of compensation, it is provided that claims 
may be presented within ninety days from the passage of 
the act, ** but not thereafter;”’? and there is no saving for 
minors, femmes covert, insane, or absent persons. | pre- 
sume this is an omission by mere oversight, and I recom- 
mend that it be supplied by an amendatory or supplemental 
act. ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

April 16, 1862. 


The message was referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


On motion of Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, by 
unanimous consent, the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of George Opdyke 
and other citizens of New York for a pension to 
the widow of the late Lieutenant Colonel de Mon- 
teuil, and the same was referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 


DEATH OF HON. THOMAS B. COOPER. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to an- 
nounce the mournful fact that my late colleague, 
Hon. Tuomas B. Cooper, is no more. He de- 
parted this life at his late residence in the village 
of Coopersburg, in the county of Lehigh, on the 
4th day of the present month, at two o’clock in the 
afternoon, in the bosom of his family, surrounded 
by neighbors and friends, fully resigned to his fate 
and the decree of an all-wise Providence, which 
the nature of his disease had admonished him 
should soon take place. That disease wasan ul- 
ceration of the throat, and had given him great 
pain from the time of its inception, whieh was 
early in the fall of the year 1860. In the latter 
days of his life he was sometimes unable to speak 
at all, and speaking always gave him much pain. 

It is evident these admonitions had been well 
heeded by him, and that his hour of dissolution, 
when it came, found him prepared. Calmly he 
informed his wife and children and kindred and 
friends that he was dying, and bid them one by 
one a last farewell. And when he was no longer 
able to speak, he, whose professional duties had 
so often called him to witness the progress of dis- 
solution in others, the great study of whose life 
had been how to postpone the awful hour and al- 
leviate the sufferings of his fellow-beings, with 
perfect composure, as if curious to watch that 
we ress in himself, beckoned for a mirror, and, 
nolding it up before him, he watched the twitching 
nerves and muscles of his face until his eye grew 
dim, and then with alternate hands he felt the last 
puisations of his wrists a few moments, and then 
expired without a struggle ora groan. Could the 
thoughts of that last brief hour have found utter- 
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ance upon his tongue, what consolation would 
have come to those to him most near and dear. 
How would he have exclaimed: 
« O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory?” 

But it was not the will of Him who ruled that 
hour that they should be thus consoled. The same 
Providence that softened his dying pillow will 
eoften theirs. They must learn to look to Him. 
* And thus did Coops die. In the beautiful vil- 
lage bearing his family name, in the house where 
je was born and where his father had lived and 
died. And now his remains repose in the old 
churchyard with those of his fathers, near the 
sacred spot where he and they were taught how 
to live and how to die; that spot where the elder 
Muhlenberg preached his first sermons a hundred 
years ago. How replete with instruction, reflec- 
tion, and admonition ! 

Tuomas B. Cooper was born December 29, 
1823. His father died while he was quite young. 
Having been fortunate in the appointment of his 
eyardian, he was at an early age kept steadily at 
school, and afterwards entered upon a course of 
regular studies in the Pennsylvania College at Get- 
tysburg. Upon his return home he became a stu- 
dent of medicine with his guardian, Dr. F. A. 
Martin, and subsequently attended medical lec- 
tures at the University of Pennsylvania in Phila- 
delphia, and graduated in the spring of 1843. He 


immediately repaired to his home, and entered | 


upon the practice of the profession of his choice 
in the beautiful valley of the Saucon. Being stu- 
dious, industrious, persevering, ingenious, and 


—" 


devotedly fond of his profession, and being also | 


of a fine genial and social disposition, he soon ob- 
tained a large, onerous, and, although a rural, yet 
a lucrative practice. 

For seventeen years he had rode by night and 


by day, whenever and wherever called, to visit | 


and relieve the sufferings of the sick and afflicted, 
regardless of the storm, the wet, or the cold, when 
he determined to curtail his practice, and with- 
draw from the more onerous duties of his profes- 
sion. But no sooner was this determination made 
known, than a generous and confiding community 
began to cast about for some post of honor which 
they desired he should fill. The great presidential 
campaign of 1860 was just opening, the principles 
involved were being discussed; those of his sec- 
tion who agreed with him in politics admired his 
firmness and decisive character. They soon dis- 
covered that the characteristics, the energy, per- 
severance, discrimination, and*firmness necessary 


for a good physician, were also necessary for a | 


a good politician and a faithful Representative. 
The congressional district was composed of the 
counties of Lehigh and Bucks, and, so far as the 
Democrats were concerned, it was conceded that 
the nomination belonged to Lehigh county. Dr. 
Cooper was nominated. His opponent was Hon. 


Henry C. Longnecker, who had carried the dis- | 


trict two years before by a small majority. The 
district was close and the contest sharp, but the 
result gave the election to Dr. Coorer by a small 
majority. On the 4th day of July last he appeared 
in this House in response to the call of the Presi- 
dent, and, being qualified, took his seat as a Rep- 
resentative in Congress from the seventh district 
of Pennsylvania. From that time forward his 
official acts have gone upon the record of our 


proceedings here, and been the subject of public 
criticism, 


_ it is not my purpose, nor would it be proper | 
in me at this time, to undertake to discuss the | 


propriety of those acts. I trust, however, that I 
will be pardoned for saying that, in my judgment, 
they need neither justification nor vindication at 
my hands. Most of them relate to new issues 


that have grown and were growing out of the un- | 


fortunate disturbances existing in the country. 


Dr. Cooper was my most intimate friend and 
During the called session we were to- | 
gether every day, and at the commencement of the | 
present session ourrelations and associations were | 
renewed and continued until the progress of his | 
disease rendered his retirement necessary about | 


associate. 


the middle of February last. His disease had so 
broken his voice that he was wholly unable to ex- 


press his sentiments on the floor of this House, | 


and indeed conversation was so painful to him that 


he was compelled to avoid company, and therefore | 


he made but few acquaintances. But with his as- 
sociates, when he felt like talking, he spoke freely, 











| taunts of political opponents could swerve or 
| deter him from the performance of such official 
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and no man was more devotedly attached to the 
Constitution and the Union of the States underit 
than he. No man felt more pain and sorrow at 
the situation of our national affairs than he. There 
was no sacrifice so great that he would not most 
cheerfully have made for the sake of restoring 

eace and order and happiness to the country. 
He may have hesitated and doubted as to the 
remedies proposed, and in his judgment he may 
have erred, but whatever his head may have done 
or failed to do, one thing is certain, his heart was 
always right. 


Neither the railings of a partisan press nor the 


duty as conscience told him he ought to do, nor 
could such influences compel him to the perform- 
ance of what conscience taught him aaa not to 
be done. He was a man of most kind and gen- 
erous impulses, firmly and warmly attached to his 
family, friends, and acquaintances. He was not 
vindictive. And these qualities combined to ren- 
der hima most faithful Representative of the honor 
and interests of his whole district and the great | 
mass of his constituents. 

The possession of these faculties freed him from 
many of the annoyances of public life, by ward- 
ing off the poisoned darts of the malicious and 
mercenary. He never met trouble half way nor 
brooded over the past. So that, although he suf- 
fered greatly from bodily disease, his mind was 
comparatively free from trouble, and this was pe- 
culiarly exhibited in the last hour of his life. How 
truly is it said that— 


* One self-approving hour whole years outweighs 
Of stupid starers and of loud huzzas.”’ | 
Dr. Cooper was nota great man in the common 
acceptation of the term, His career as a public 
man was brief; indeed, his public life had just | 
begun. But if greatness consists in goodness and 
@xcellence—in the accomplishment of * noble ends 
by noble means’’—then he was not without claim 





to that kind of greatness which made Socrates 
** great indeed.”’ 

There was no display, no pageantry, no self- 
pride or vain gloryin hiscomposition. Put there 
was something in his life and character that fixed 
and riveted to him the affections and confidence | 
of all who knew him, while he lived, and that 
gathered together in his funeral cortege one vast 
assemblage of sorrow-stricken mourners. By 
these his many acts of friendship will long be 
cherished and his many viftues long remembered. 

Many years will have rolled round ere his old 
neighbors and friends will cease to visit his tomb, 
and there, with unaffected sorrow, drop a tear in 
memory of him who died so young. 

I offer the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That from a sincere desire of showing every | 
mark of respect to the memory of Hon. Tnomas B. Cooper, 
deceased, late a member of this House from Pennsylvania, 
the members will go into mourning by wearing crape on the 
left arm for thirty days. 


Resolved, That as an additional mark of respect for the 
memory of the deceased, the House do now adjourn. 


Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions 
to the Senate. 


Mr. KILLINGER. Mr. Speaker, our lament- 
ed colleague has passed beyond the reach of praise 
or censure. His record has been made up; at roll- 
call his voice will be mute forever. In the few 
remarks which I shall make, 1 design neither to 
recount his virtues nor to extenuate his foibles. 
L wish only, if it be possible, in the hurry of our 
pressing business, to engage the attention of my 
fellow-members, while I endeavor to deduce a 
moral from his short public career, and lamented 
death. ; 

Dr. Cgorer, unlike most of us who occupy 
places here, has left behind him no public career 
of any importance, in the sense in which that 
term is understood among public men. To him, 
a seat in Congress was not the end of a long po- 
litical struggle, the result of management or toil. 





highest attainment of political effort, and he is 
thought entirely successful in his political aspira- 
tions who has climbed this dizzy height. In the 
case of our lamented friend, this statement of fact 
does not hold good. He was neither a politician, | 
skilled in the cunning of intrigue, nor a states- 
man, learned in the science of government. His | 
well-spent life was occupied with his profession, | 
and his highest ambition was realized in the per- | 





Usually, the Congress of the United States is the | 
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formance of the duties devolved upon him in his 
humble home and comparatively narrow circle 
of relatives and friends. There he was the suc- 
cessful physician, the devoted husband, the affec- 
tionate parent, the public-spirited citizen, the 
people’s friend. All his years were spent in his 
native county of Lehigh, and there his name was 
a household word, loved and respected of all 
men. He came into the Thirty-Seventh Congress 
without effort or solicitation on his part, and the 
least that can be said of him, while here, is that 
he was a fit and true Representative of his staid 
and steady German constituency—loya! and up- 
right, fearless, and inflexibly devoted to his sense 
of duty. 

It required but a brief service in the national 
capital to make manifest to him, who was free 
from all the contaminations of public life, the 
utter vanity and hollowness of his new position. 
Never in public station before, he had only come 
to the performance of public trust from a sense of 
duty. He soon realized the fact, to the knowl- 
edge of which most of us have come, that thorns 
and thistles grow luxuriantly where he had ex- 
pected only to pluck fragrant flowers. ‘The tur- 


moil of our experience here was in marked con- 











| 
| 


trast with the comfort and quiet of his happy 
home. Unaffected in his manners, and unobtru- 
sive in his habits, he was loth to condescend to 
the devious and dubious paths which it is some- 
times necessary to tread here, if one wishes to 
elbow his way to prominence and distinction. He 
felt, as we all do at times, that public life is the 
most illusory of substances—the most unsatisfy- 
ing of desires. He remained, however, at his post, 
steady in the discharge of all his public duties, 
until disease and wasting sickness laid heavy 
hands upon his enfeebled frame, and admonished 
him of his approaching dissolution, Then he re- 
tired from the capital to the bosom of his family, 


| and, comforted by the accepted assurances of our 


most holy faith, he closed his eyes peacefully in 
death. 


Had you stood at his open grave, and witnessed 


| the throng ofthousands of his friendsand neighbors 


who came from far and near to pay the last mark 
of respect to their deceased Representative—had 
you observed the profound impression which the 
recollection of his blameless life and many virtues 
left upon an entire community, you would have 
concluded that there was something to live for be- 
yond the attainment of political position. You 
would have realized that it is not all of life to live, 
nor all of death to die. Sucha homeas Dr. Cooper 
possessed, and to which he retired’when the last 
summons sounded, is heaven on earth, Peace em- 
braces such a household with outspread wings; no 
dissimulation with forked tongue, nor the venom 
of slander, poisons the well-springs of its felicity. 
Surrounded by the friends of his youth, his ma- 
turer years, and the associations ofa local history, 
of which he and his ancestors formed no mean 
part, our lamented friend was more contented in 
the faithful discharge of the duties of his calling, 
than when afterwards he assumed congressional 
honors and vexed his mind with cares of state. 

His praises, it is true, are not sounded in the 
senate-house, and his name is only honored here 
to-day in pursuance of the common usage. His 
burial was unattended by courtly ceremonies, and 
no high-flown panegyric was pronounced over his 
remains, in ‘* flowing numbers or stately prose.”’ 
But the solid symmetry of his character, and the 
excellence of his example, are none the less dear 
to his friends. ‘They are honored for their in- 
trinsic worth, and are embalmed in the fond recol- 
lections of his kindred _In the valley of the Le- 
high his name will be cherished with profound 
respect, when more pretentious public men have 
passed, meteor-like, from recollection. A life so 
eminent of usefulness in its active duties, and so 
exemplary in all its relations, public and private, 
cannot die without leaving behind the perfume of 
a high example and a noble incentive, although 
its subject has not filled the sounding trump of 
fame. 

We who ‘survive the deceased, and who for a 
brief hour continue to strut upon this our public 
stage, find it hard to stop and think—to realize 
that we, too, are mortal, and that our hearts, 

* Like muffled drums, are beating 

Funeral marches to the grave.”’ 
We imagine we are laying up a store of reputa- 
tion by our vain repetitions from day to day,‘and 
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that we are rearing monuments that will live in 
clions of posterity. Itis a vain hope, 
an idle delusion! Not more than the name of one 
in a thousand of those who have occupied seats | 


the reco}! 


in the national Legislature has survived the lapse 
of years, or can now even be recalled to recollec- 
tion by the most retentive of memories. 

[tis but a bubble we are blowing. No matter 


how largely we swell in our conceit, how magnifi- 
cently we expand our proportions, the bubble will 
inally burst for us, as it has done in the case of 
our illustrious predecessors, and we shall return 


to the obscurity from which we came, unhonored 
and unsung. And even if we succeed in securing 
the public attention for more than one term of our 


congressional life, by a most persistent effort in 
blowing our bubble, others will soon crowd us off , 
the scene of action, and strut their brief hour of 
fancied greatness and renown ! 


* This is the state of man; to-day he puts forth 
‘The tender leaves of haope, to-morrow blossoms, 
And bears his blushing honors thick upon him ; | 
The third day, comes a frost, a killing frost; | 
And—when he thinks, good easy man, full surely | 
His greatness is a ripening —nips his root.” | 


My object has been accomplished if I Have suc- 
ceeded in arresting the attention of my fellow- 
members by this brief contemplation of the life 
ud death of our late friend and colleague. Let 
is emulate his virtues, and realize that it is not 
ll of life to reach public station, nor all of duty 
to distinguish oneself in the fitful notoriety of the 
passing hour, 


Mr. ANCONA, Mr. Speaker, I cannot permit 
the occasion to pass without adding a word to 
what has been already so well said by my col- 
leagues, in friendship’s tribute to the memory of | 
our deceased friend and colleague. 

It was my privilege, sir, to meet and forma 
personal acquaintance with THomas B. Cooper 
in this city at the special session of Congress in 
July last, and though our intercourse was limited 
to that period and the few weeks of the present 
session he was in attendance, yet in that short 
time | had seen much in his character to admire 
and attach me to him as a warm friend. 

De. Coorrr’s health was such as to preclude 
an active participation in the proceedings of Con- 
gress incident to his station while here as the 
Representative of the people of his district; yet, 
so long as his rapidly failing strength would allow 
he occupied his seat in this House, and placed 
his name upon the record on all the momentous 
questions of the day, in accordance with his own 
convictions of duty to God and his country, sus- 
taining the Governntent freely with his votes for 
men and money, and im all its legitimate efforts 
to maintain its integrity, preserve the Constitu- 
tion, restore the Union and fraternal relations of 
the States. 

But, sir, it is rather of his private worth as a | 
ciuzen that L would speak, and here I must resort 
to those who knew him longer and better than I 
did. His life, thus prematurely cut short, as 
would seem to us in our limited vision of the do- 
ings of an all-wise Providence, was perhaps of full 
measure in good deeds, for it may be truly as- 
sumed that a man’s life is not in length of years, 
but rather in the sum of good he may do his fel- 
low-men in acts of Christian charity, benevolence, 
and general usefulness. 

Tuomas B. Cooper voluntarily assumed, and 
was devoted to, as the profession of his choice, 
that noble one whieh has for it¥ object the relief 
of suffering humanity, so well calculated to bring 
out and develop in all their excellency the finer 
qualities of the human heart and mind. He grad- 
uated with high henor at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, in 1843; commenced and continued the 
practice of his profession for seventeen years in 
his own native valley, the beautiful Saucon, until 
failing physical powers warned him of the neces- 
sity of relpsahion from the arduous duties of a 
country physician of his reputation, and conse- 
quent extensive field of labor. 

Chosen to fill the honorable public position he | 
held at the time of his decease, he continued to 
discharge the obligations imposed with fifmness | 
and fidelity to the laSt, ever enjoying the confi- 
dence, esteem, and affection of hie people. 


I can adopt no better words descriptive of his 
character, virtués, and the estimation in which he 
was held by those who knew him best, than the 
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| extract from the notice of his death in the leading | 


journal of his district: 


“ Few men occupied a larger space in the affection of 
the people of his own and neighboring county of Bucks 
than deceased. As a husband and father, he was kind 
affectionate, and devoted; as a citizen, active, enterpri 
ing, and influential; as a surgeon and physician, talented, 
and rarely excelled, with a field of practice widely extended; | 
and asa Representative, aman of integrity and fidelity. Al- | 
though called home at the early age of thirty-eight years, 
he has bequeathed a character sparkling with fidelity, de- | 
votion, and unblemished integrity. He was remarkable for 
his many endearing qualities, and in his character were 


| mingled generosity, energy, and decision, with all the gen- 
| tleness of action and mauner, which confers the stamp of 


true nobility. In social intercourse, he was affable, kind, 


| and pleasing; and ip disposition, charitable, forgiving, and 


| as a friend and companion, merged into that of the true- 





| that perhaps it is due to the memory of the gen- 
| Jeman who has so recently deceased, that I should 
| make a very few observations. I never knew, 


| Thirty-Seventh Congress. The intercourse I had | 
with him from the commencementof the Congress || 


'| may not be ephemeral; it may live while his coun- 





lenient to all on God’s footstool. The estimation of him 


hearted man! Generous and humane, the tale of suffering 
and distress fell not unheedingly on his ear, but like the 
gentle dew from heaven, performed its office, and rose 
again in deeds of usefulness and merey.’’ 

The calmness and serenity of mind with which 
Dr. Coorenr, in full possession, apparently, of all 
his mental faculties to the last moment, contem- 
plated his departure, illustrated the truth of the 
sentiment of the poet: 


** There is no death, 
What seems so is transition ; 
This life of mortal breath 
Is but the suburb of the life elysian.’’ 
Without intruding upon the sanctity of the grief 
of those who mourn their irreparable loss, we 
would tender to them, the family, our heartfelt 


sympathies and condolence, commending them to ||- 


Him who alone can assuage their affliction and 
reconcile them to His dispensation. 


Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I had not de- 
signed taking any part in these proceedings, but 
since they have been progressing I have thought 


Dr. Cooper until I met him as a member of the | 


down to the time he left, was of a most agreeable 
character. I found him to be an unobtrusive man. 
I found him to be a frank and open-hearted man. 
I found him to be a good companion, genial, and 
of high social qualities. That was the result 
of the very limited acquaintance I had with Dr. 
Cooper. 

But, sir, since his decease [ have inquired of | 
my colleagues, who kngw him better than I did, 
and the character they give me of the man is of 
the most enviable kind. They represent him as 
having held the highest social position in the com- 
munity in which he lived. They represent him 
to me as a man who spent, if not a long life, at 
least an industrious and moral life, a man who 
devoted his professional energies to the promotion 
of the health and prosperity of the community in | 
which he lived. 

Now, sir, it has frequently, through a long se- 
ries of years, occurred to my mind that the man 
who is acknowledged by the community in which 
he lives to be an upright, moral, liberal, honest 
man, enjoys the best reputation that a man can | 
have. A man who has qualifications and ability | 





| may connect himself with public life; he may come 


into your legislative halls and establish a reputa- 
tion as an orator or a statesman; he may pursue | 


‘| some literary calling; he may win a reputation | 


that is coextensive with the world; but, after all, 
when you come to form your estimate of the man, 
you must rely upon the character that he has es- 
tablished about his own threshold, at his own 
hearth, in his own family, and among his own 
neighbors. There is the standard by which we 
must measure a man after all is said ag done. 
The national reputation that a man may acquire 


try lives; but if there are faults in hig character, 
as exemplified in the every-day course of his life, 
you cease to entertain for him that high respect 
and consideration which you feel for the man 
whose national reputation is backed up and sus- 
tained by high social aualities, That is the cor- 
ner-stone of his building; thatis the ground-work 
of his fame, let it be what it may, and no fame is 
worth haying that is not based upon a reputation 
for social and moral virtues in the community 
where it is the man’s destiny to live, and perhaps 
his destiny to die. 

From ail the information 1 have derived with 
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respect to my deceased colleague, I gather that 
| no man possessed the domestic and social virtues 
in a more eminent degree than he did, and this 
makes his memory precious. These commenda- 


|| tions, coming from the men who knew him best. 
, 


and from the people who make up the neighbor. 

hood where he lived, entitle his memory to our 

special consideration. It has afforded me yer 

great satisfaction indeed to hear in the eulogies 
| that have been pronouncedipon my deceased co}. 

league, the universal testimony borne to the do- 
| mestic virtues of the man—virtues that not on! 
outshine but eclipse a reputation thata merely 
political or literary life may give aman. I did 
not intend to detain the House so long, but I felt 
it due that I should say this much. 


The question was taken on the resolutions, and 
they were agreed to; and thereupon (at a quarter 
after three o’clock, p. m.) the House adjourned, 





IN SENATE. 
Trorspay, April 17, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpERLAnp. 
“The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
| sentatives were severally read twice by their titles, 


| and referred as indicated below: 


A bill (No. 226) to amend ‘*An act to establish 
_a court for the investigation of claims against the 
| United States,’’ approved February 24, 1855—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill (No. 403) to amend an act entitled ** An 
act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue certificates of indebtedness to public cred- 
itors,’’ approved March 1, 1862—to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HOWARD. I present a petition of citi- 
zens of Spring Lake, Ottawa county, State of 
Michigan, praying for the construction of a ship 


|| canal from the Mississippi river to Lake Michi- 


gan,a request in which | confess I most cordially 
/concur. The petition was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. HARRIS presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York, remonstrating against the tax bill 
before Congress, and to the issue of any more 
Government bonds bearing interest, and praying 
that Treasury noteg be issued for the full amount 
of our unfunded debt; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WILLEY presented a petition of citizens 
and workmen at the Harper’s Ferry armory, 
praying for the restoration of that sieabtichabat. 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, presented the 
memorial of Lewis H. Bodman, Frederick A. 
Dudley, and Daniel D. Gilbert, a committee ap- 
pointed at a meeting of the medical cadet corps of 
the United States Army, held at Washington, 
April 13, 1862, praying for an increase of the rank 
and pay of that corps; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia, 
| and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented the petition of E. C. Bates, 
George W. Lyman, J. Wiley Adams, and others, 
citizens of Massachusetts, praying for the adop- 
tion of the principle of taxation suggested in a let- 
ter from E. B. Bigelow, addressed to Hon. Tuap- 
pEvus Srevens, entitled ** Internal taxation sim- 
lified;’? which was referred to the Committee on 

inance. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Eruenipes, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills and joint res- 
olution: 

A bill (No. 352) to provide for the organization 
of a signal corps, to serve during the present war; 

A bill (No. 404) to provide for the deficiency 
in the appropriation for the pay of the two and 
three years volunteers and the officers and men 
neumally employed in the western department; and 

A joint resolution (No. 66) authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to discharge contractors with 
| his Department when they have furhished the 





amount estimated in their contracts and fifty per 
cent, additional, 


1862. 
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the following enrolled 
bills; which thereupon received the signature of 
the President pro tempore: 
A bill (H. R. No. 242) making additional ap- 
propriations for the naval service for the year 
ending June 30, 1862. 


A bill (H. R. No. 259) making appropriations | 
for the service of the Post Office Department dur- | 
ing the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1863. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Hay, his Secretary, announced that 
the President had approved and signed, on the 16th 
instant, the following act and joint resolution: 

An act (S. No. 188) to reorganize and increase 
the efficiency of the medical department of the 
Army. « 


TH 





ii 





A resolution (S. No. 50) transferring the su- | 


pervision of the Capitol extension and the erec- 

tion of the new dome to the Department of the 

Interior. ‘ 
LOSSES BY THE GOVERNOR. 


Mr. HALE. I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the 


petition of the officers, non-commissioned offi- | 


cers, and privates of the marine battalion in the 


naval expedition under Commodore Dupont, pray- 


ing for compensation for the damages sustained 
by the loss of the steamer Governor, to report a 
joint resolution for their benefit, and I ask the 
Senate to consider it now. 


The joint resolution (S. No. 77) for the relief | 


of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and pri- 


vates of the battalion of marines on board the || 
transport Governor on the 3d of November, 1861, | 


was read twice, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. It proposes to appropriate the 
sum of $7,163 51 to compensate the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates who com- 


posed the marine battalion attached to the Port | 





Royal navalexpedition under Flag-Officer Dupont | 


for the loss of their personal effects by the found- 
ering of the steamer Governor, in which they 
were embarked on the 3d 6f November. 

Mr. HALE. I submit no argument about it, 
but simply send to the desk the letter of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to the Naval Committee, which 
I wish to have read, and then I think the Senate 
will pass the resolution unanimously. 

The Secretary read the following letter: 

« Navy Department, -fpril 9, 1862. 

Sir: Referring to my communication of the Ist instant, 
in relation to the petition of the marine battalion of the 
Port Royal expedition for relief, and in answer to the verbal 
inquiry of the Naval Committee subsequently 
whether it has been the practice to compensate officers for 
the loss of personal effects, I have the honor to state that, 
upon examination, [ do not find that either officers or sea- 
men in the naval service have been compensated for such 
losses, except in one instance, that of the disaster to the 
steamship San Francisco. This vessel was wrecked while 
on the voyage from New York to California, with a num- 
ber of tife Cnited States troops on board, also Lieutenant 
F. K. Murray, of the Navy. The act of Congress in the 
case (Statutes at Large, vol. 10, p. 269) appropriated to each 
of the officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates, who were embarked inthe San Francisco, and on 
board at the time of the disaster, and to Lteutenant Francis 
Key Murray, and any other officer or seaman of the United 
States Navy on board, under orders, asum equal in amount 
to eight months’ pay and allowances. 

I think the claim of the marine battalion for relief quite 
as equitable as thatof the sufferers by the San Francisco. 
They were under orders for important service, and their 
claim is perhaps strengthened by the fact that the transport 
in which they were embarked had been a short time pre- 
vious pronounced unseawprthy, especially for naval pur- 
poses, and was only chartered by Flag-Officer Dupont be- 
cause an emergency required it. 

While it may not be wise, as a general thing, to recog- 
nize the claim of seamen, and especially officers in the 
Navy, to compensation for loss of personal effects by the 
wreck of the vessel in which they were serving, or its de- 
struction by the enemy, Which it is their special province 
to guard against, and for which they may be culpable in 
some degree, yet when embarked in transports, and in the 
case to which this communication particularly refers, jus- 
luce seems to entitle them to relief. 

1 am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GIDEON WELLES. 
Hon. Joun P. Hate, 


: Chairman Committee Naval Affairs, 
United States Senate. 


« 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate. 
Mr. FOSTER. I should like to be informed 
4s regards the manner in which the Naval Com- 
mittee ascertained the amount named in the res- 


olution. It speaks of a given amount, seven 
thousand and odd dollars. 


I do not know how | 
many men there were, and I should like to under- || Jund. 


made, | 


| 





ee 





stand what measures were taken to prove the par- 


| ticular amount lost. 


Mr. HALE. The amounts were all set out in 
the papers accompanying the joint resolution 
which was sent to the Navy Department, and the 
sum named is the amount that the Department 
estimate to be necessary. 
is given by itself in the papers accompanying the 
joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed, 


ELECTORS IN WASHINGTON AND GEORGETOWN. 
On motion of Mr. GRIMES, the bill (8. No. 


171) prescribing the qualification of electors in 
the cities of Washington and Georgetown, Dis- 


| trictof Columbia, was considered as in Committee 


of the Whole. In all municipal elections in the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown, during the 
existence of the rebellion, the bill requires every 
person offering to vote, who shall be challenged 
by any legal voter on the ground of disloyalty to 
the Government of the United States, before his 
vote shall be received, in addition to the require- 
ments now established by law, to take and sub- 


scribe to the following oath or affirmation: ** I do | 


solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) 
that I will support, protect, and defend the Con- 
stitution and Government of the United States, 
against all enemies, whether domestic or foreign; 
that I will bear true faith, allegiance, and loyalty 
to the same, any ordinance, resolution, or law of 


any State convention, Legislature, or order or | 
organization, secret or otherwise, to the contrary 
|| notwithstanding, and that 1 do this with a full de- | 


termination, pledge, and purpose, without any 
mental reservation or evasion whatsoever; and 
further, that I have always been loyal and true to 
the Government of the United States. So help 
me God.’’? This oath or affirmation may be taken 
before any justice of the peace, notary public, or 
other person legally authorized to administer oaths 
in the District of Columbia; and the production 
of the certificate, in writing, of such person au- 
thorized to administer oaths, (with a copy of the 
oath or affirmation,) that the oath has been taken 
and subscribed to by the person producing the 
certificate, shall be deemed by the commissioners 
of election sufficient evidence of the fact. 
commissioners of election, or any one of them, 
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| stated to me by the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. 


The loss of each man | 





The | 


during the time of holding the elections, may also | 


administer the oath. Any person or persons vio- 
lating the oath, or making any false statement in 
taking it, are to be subject to all the pains and 
penalties of willful and corrupt perjury, and to be 


| liable to be indicted and prosecuted to conviction 


before any courtin the District of Columbia hav- 
ing competent jurisdiction thereof. 


Mr.SUMNER. Ishould like to call the atten- 


tion of the Senator from lowa to a little bill which | 


seems germane to this which was pending the 
other day, and on the motion of the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. Suerman,] I think, was indefinitely 
postponed. The next day I moved its reconsid- 
eration so that it is now on thetable. It isa bill 
providing that persons shall have the liberty of 
Yoting here after a residence of six months. ‘The 
question I should like to put to my friend, the 
Senator from lowa, is whether, at this moment, 
under the peculiar condition of things here in 


Washington, such a provision might not properly | 


be added to this bill. Is it not needed? 


It is | 


notorious that we have about us many disloyal | 


The Senator from lowa proposes to meet that diffi- 
culty in part by requiring of them, before voting, 
an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and also that they have not been disloyal. 
Should we not go still further and confer the priv- 
ilege of electors upon loyal citizens who | 
come here and have reshded six months? 
not wish to embarrass this bill by a proposition 
to that effect, but I wish to call the attention of 
the Senator from Iowa to it. I know that he gives 
his attention to this class of questions, and [ shall 
be willing to follow his judgment. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
should pass just as it is, because I apprehend there 
will be no objection to it. Lunderstand from those 


people; that there is here a disloyal population. | 


I would prefer that this bill | 


who have examined it that this oath is a precise | 


copy of the law which has recently been adopted 





Kennepy,| whois a member of the committee that 
reported the bill. Upon the other subject there 
will be a great deal of controversy as to whether 
we shall curtail the period of time which will allow 
any person to vote, and it is desirable that this 
bill should pass now. Ifthe Senator from Mas- 


|| sachusetts desires to take up the other bill at a 


future time, it can be taken up and acted upon. I 

do not propose now to couple it with this bill. 
Mr. CARLILE. | desire to call the attention 

of my friend, the chairman of the Committee on 


| the District of Columbia, to the latter clause of that 


oath. As I heard it read and as my recollection 
is, the latter clause requires the party to swear not 
only that he will support the Government, but that 
he has always been loyal. Is it the intention of 


| the committee to put all persons upon their oaths 
| asto what has been heretofore their position? This 


question of loyalty, as has been frequently said in 


| the Senate, is one of rather loose definition, and it 
| might give rise probably to innumerable prosecu- 


tions, and really persecutions, under the provis- 
ion of. the bill making it perjury to take a false 
oath. Ought we notrather make this prospective 
in its character than retrospective? Would not the 
same object be attained? I merely call the atten- 
tion of the chairman of the committee to it. 


Mr. GRIMES. That is a question that every 


| man must determine for himself, whether he has 
| been true And loyal to the Government or not, I 


think this bill projects no new measure in this re- 
gard. It is what has been adopted and is working 
well in an adjacent State, where the population 
is very similar to that of the District of Columbia, 
and I apprehend the bill meets with the universal 
favor of the people of this District. I am so told. 
I believe some correspondent has called the atten- 


| tion of the public to this particular phraseology. 


| here who in earlier days 


That is the only reference I have heard made to 
it, or that I have seen made to it anywhere. 

Mr. CARLILE. I am satisfied that the layal 
people of this city have no objection in the world 
to the oath in the form I suggested to the Senator 
as prospective. I had heard some suggestion 
made that possibly the latter clause might give rise 
to opportunities to persons who had hostile feel- 
ings towards others to resort to some expression 
of opinion or the utterance of some sentiment or 
other that might in their opinion be considered 
disloyal, in order to harass with prosecutions under 
this bill those who might take thatoath. I donot 
know how that is, but there may have been those 





Mr. GRIMES. If the Senator will look at the 


| phraseology of the oath, he will see that the words 


lave || 


I do | 


by the General Assembly of the State of Mary- || 


I have not examined it myself, but it is so || 


are, ‘loyal and true to the Government of the 
United States.’ I suppose it would require some 
overt act of disloyalty, of untruthfulness, of infi- 
delity to the Government. That is the interpre- 
tation I should give to it. 

Mr. CARLILE. With that interpretation of 
the Senator, | have no objection to it at all. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before the vote is taken on 
the passage of the bill, I desire to say thaeI yield 
absolutely to the suggestion of the Senator from 
lowa, and forbear from pressing the proposition 
to which I have alluded. It seems to me, how- 
ever, that that is necessary to complete the safe- 
guards here in the national <adital. I should cer- 
tainly be prepared to listen to any suggestions 
from the other side on that subject; but, as at 
present advised, it seems to me we ought to con- 
fer the electoral franchise upon persons here after 
six months residence. I will not, however, em- 
barrass the present bill with that proposition. 

Mr. CLARK. I simply rise to suggest to the 
Senator from Massachusetts whether it would not 
be better to let the matter stand as it now stands 
while we are in this embarrassment, and here- 
after, if we find it necessary to relax the term, it 
can be done. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from Njassa- 
ehusetts will not remedy the evil he speaks of by 
inserting a six months’ clause. A man may have 
lived here six years, and yet if he has not paida 
tax he cannot vote; and if any parties should de- 
sire to preventany one voting in this city, all they 
would have to do would be not to collect the tax. 
A residence of six months here without being on 
the tax-book would not entitle a person to vote. 
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Mr.SUMNER. That ought to be remedied 


also. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
the Senator who introduced this bill to one thing: 
whether it does not allow any person, whether 
he be or be not a resident of the District, to vote 
at the municipal election in the District in case 
he consents to take this oath. The bill declares 
that every person who, during the existence of 
the present rebellion, shall offer to vote at any 
such election, and who shall be challenged by any 
legal voter, &c., shall, before his vote shall be re- 
ceived, take an oath which is prescribed in the 
bill. ‘The difficulty in my mind is this: whether 


if he takes the oath, the officers of the election | 


will not be compelled to receive his vote as a le- 
gal vote, without regard to any otherqualification. 
He would be entitled to vote, it strikes me, under 
the bill if he takes the oath, for there does not 
seem to be any other qualification necessary under 
the bill. 
word ** person,’’ in the fifth line, the words ** now 
a lawful voter,’’ so as to confine this qualifica- 
tion to such persons as are now lawful voters. I 
aaeny throw out the suggestion to my friend 
from lowa. 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 suppose this bill is merely 
cumulative, and attaches other qualifications to 
those now in existence; but if the Senator from 
Michigan thinks it otherwise, out of abundant 
caution I am willing to insert after 4he word 
** person’”’ the words “in addition to the qualifi- 
cations now required by law.”’ 

Mr. HOWARD. ‘That would answer my 
obj: ction, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill hav- 
ing been three times read, it can only be amended 
by the unanimous consent of the Senate. The 
Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. CLARK. Before that amendment is in- 
serted, I desire to call attention to that same quali- 
fication in the ninth line. In that line I find the 
words ‘in addition to the requirements now estab- 
lished by Jaw.’’ It is already in the bill. 

Mr. HOWARD. I did not notice that. 
not necessary then to amend it. 

The bill was passed. 


It is 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 


Mr. SIMMONS. 1 desire to call up for con- 
sideration House bill No. 269, to establish a De- 
partment of Agriculture. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to establish at the seat of 
Government of the United States a Department 
of Agriculture, the general designs and duties of 
which shall be to acquire and to diffuse among the 
people of the United States useful information on 
subjects connected with agriculture in the most 
general and comprehensive sense of that word, 
and to procure, propagate, and distribute among 
the people new and valuable seeds and plants. It 
authorizes the appointment by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, of 
a Commissioner of Agriculture, who shall be the 
chief executive officer of the Department of Ag- 
riculture, who shall~hold his office by a tenure 
similar to that of other civil officers appointed by 
the President, and shall receive for his compensa- 
tion a salary of $3,000 per annum. The third 
section provides that it shall be the duty of the 
Commissioner of Agriculture to acquire and pre- 
serve in his Department all information concern- 
ing agriculture which he can obtain by means of 
books and correspondence and by practical and 
scientific experiments, (accurate records of which 
experiments shall be kept in his office,) by the col- 
lection of statistics and by any other appropriate 
means within his power; to collect, as he may be 
able, new and valuable seeds and plants; to test, by 
cultivation, the value ofsuch ofthemas may require 
such tests; to propagate such as may be worthy 
of propagation, and to distribute them among ag- 
riculturists. He shall annually make a general 
report in writing of his acts to the President, in 
whicl#he may recommend the publication of pa- 


I suggest, therefore, to add, after the | 


| ceive and have charge of all the property of the 


I beg to call the attention of || 


agricultural division of the Patent Office in the 
Department of the Interior. He shall direct and 


| superintend the expenditure of all money appro- 


priated by Congress to the Department, and render || 


accounts thereof, and also of all money hereto- 
fore appropriated for agriculture and remaining 
unexpended. He may send and receive through 
the mails, free of charge, all communications and 
other matter pertaining to the business of his 
Department not oansilons in weight thirty-two 
ounces. 
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The Commissioner of Agriculture is to | 


appoint a chief clerk, with a salary of $2,000, and | 
such other employés as Congress may from time | 


to time provide, with salaries corresponding to the 
salaries of similar officers in other Departments of 
the Government; and he shall, as Congress may 


from time to time provide, employ other persons, | 
| for such time as their services may be needed, in- 
| cluding chemists, botanists, entomologists, and | 


other persons skilled in the natural sciences per- || 


taining to agriculture. 

The Committee,on Patents and the Patent Office 
reported the bill tith various amendments. The 
first amendment of the committee was, after line 


twenty-one of the third section, to insert the words | 
‘** including the fixtures and property of the prop- | 


agating garden;’’ so that the clause will read: 

He shall receive and have charge of all the property of 
the agricultural division of the Patent Office in the Depart 
ment of the Interior, including the fixtures and property of 
the propagating garden. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
séction four, line three, to strike out the word 
**and,’’ and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

Who, in all cases during the necessary absence of the 
Commissioner, or When the said principal office shall be- 
come vacant, shall perform the duties of Commissioner, 
and he shall appoint.”’ 

So that the section will read: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Commissioner 
of Agriculture shall appoint a chief clerk, with a salary of 


$2,000, who, in all cases during the necessary absence of | 


the Commissioner, or when the said principal office shall 
become vacant, shall perform the duties of Commissioner, 
and he shall appoint such other employés as Congress may 
from time to time provide, with salaries corresponding to 
the salaries of similar officers in other Departments of the 
Government, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the committee was to 


add at the end of section four the following: 


And the said Commissioner, and every other person to be 
appointed in the said Department, shall, before he enters 
upon the duties of his office or appointment, make oath or 


atiirmation truly and faithfully to execute the trust commit- | 


ted to him. And the said Commissioner and the chief clerk 
shall also, before entering upon their duties, severally give 
bonds with sureties to the Treasurer of the United States, 
the former in the sum of $10,000, and the latter in the sum 
of $5,000, with conditions to render a true and faithful 
account to him, or his suecessor in office, quarterly, of all 


moneys Which shall be by them respectively received by | 


virtue of the said office. 


Mr. SIMMONS. 


I wish to amend the latter 


part of that amendment by striking out all after | 


the word ** him,”’’ at the end of the first sentence 
and insert: 

And the said Commissioner and the chief clerk shall also, 
before entering upon their duties, severally give bonds to 
the Treasurer of the United States, the former in the sum 


|| of $10,000, and the latter in the suin of $5,000, conditioned 


pers forming parts of or accompanying his report, 


which report shall also contain an account of all 
moneys received and expended by him. He shall 
also make special reports on particular subjects 
whenever required to do so by the President or 
either House of Congress, or when he shall think 
the subject in his charge requires it. He shall re- 


to render a true and faithful account to him or his suecessor 
in office, quarter yearly, of all moneys which shall be by 
them received by virtme of the said office, with sureties, to 


| be approved as sufficient by the Solicitor of the Treasury, 


which bonds shall be filed in the office of the First Comp- 

troller of the Treasury, to be by him putin suit upon any 

breach of the conditions thereof. 
Theamendmenttotheamendment wasagreed to. 
The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


Mr. WRIGHT. 
after the enacting clause of this bill, and insert 
the bill introduced by me—Senate bill No. 249. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I was going to explain the 
nature of this bill before any further amendment 
was offered. The committee have got through 
with their amendments. If the Senator desires 
to address the Senate before Ido that, he can 
do so. 

Mr. WRIGHT. 
pleasure. 

Mr. SIMMONS. This bill simply detaches 
the agricultural portion of the business of the 


‘ Patent Office from the Interior Department, and 


makes itan independent Department. It has been 
applied for for the last ten years. The bill does 
not appropriate an additional dollar. [tis simply 


I now move to strike outall | 


No, sir; I will wait with 


anal 











| a compliment to the great leading interest of j; 
| dustry, who have been desirous of having some 
recognition by the Government of their peculiar 
pursuit. Hitherto they have been represented by 
standing committees of both Houses; but, from 
some unknown cause, a few years ago, the Sen- 
ate thought that interest unworthy of recognition 
even so far as to have a standing committee to 
consider its applications. I make no complaint 
of that; I only have to say that I consider this 
bill as merely a compliment. I cannot for my 
life see why the business cannot be done as well 
detached from the Patent Office as under the con- 
trol of the Commissioner of Patents. It does not 
seem to have any kind of relation to the bureay 
where it is now placed. I have been connected 
| with an agricultural society for forty-odd years— 
we have but one in our State—and I have had 
some acquaintance with public business for nearly 
as long, and I know of no interest in the country, 
large or small, that has ever asked so little of 
Government, and received so little, as this lead- 
ing one that constitutes the pillar of the national 
strength—agriculture. I trust the Senate will now 
give them this little boon, if for nothing else, 
merely to gratify their pride. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Indiana will be 
read. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


That there is hereby established at the seat of Govern- 
iment of the United States a Department-of Agriculture, the 
general designs and duties of which shall be to acquire and 
to diffuse among the people of the United States useful in- 
formation on subjects connected with agriculture in the 
most general and comprehensive sense of that word, and 
to procure, propagate, and distribute among the people new 
and valuable seeds and plants. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That there shall be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, a Commissioner of Agriculture, who, 
shall be the chief executive officer of the Department of 
| Agriculture, who shall hold his office by a tenure similar 
to that of other civil officers appointed by the President, 
and who shall receive for his compensation a salary of 
$5,000 per annum. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be in the 
said Department of Agriculture four chiefs or heads of bu- 
reaus,who shall be appointed by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereot; and the titles of the said bureaus shall be as fol- 
lows: 1. Bureau of Science and Practice of Agriculture. 
2. Bureau of Natural History connected with Agriculture. 
3. Bureau of Agricultural Chemistry. 4. Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Mechanics, Manufactures, Commerce, and Statis- 
tics. And the several subjects herein assigned to the said 
bureaus in the titles thereof shal! be under the special care 
and management of the chiefs of said bureaus, subject al- 
ways to the regulations that may be issued from time to 
| time by the secretary for the said Department, and to such 
laws as may establish and regulate the duties to be per- 
formed by the chiefs of said bureaus. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Commissioner of Agriculture to acquire and preserve 
in his Department all information concerning agriculture 
which he can obtain by means of books and correspondence, 
and by practical and scientific experiments, (accurate rec- 
ords of which experiments shall be kept in his office,) by 
the collection of statistics, and by any other appropriate 
means within his power; to collect, as he may be able, new 
and valuable seeds and plants; to test, by cultivation and 
acclimatization, the value of such of them as mayerequire 
such tests ; to propagate such as may be worttiy of propa- 
gation, and distribute them among agriculturists. He shall 
annually make a general report in writing to the Congress 
of the United States, which report shall contain: First, 
the transactions of the several bureaus of the Department. 
Second; an accotfht of the condition and progress of agri- 
culture throughout the United States. Third, original es- 
says on practical agriculture and cognate branches of indus- 
try. Fourth, a statement of receipts and disbursements of 
the moneys appropriated for the Department. He shall also 
make special reports on particular subjects whenever re- 
quired todoso by Congress, or when he shall think the sub- 
ject in his charge requires it. He shall receive and have 
charge of all the property now ip the agricultural division 
of the Patent Office, in the Dep#ttment of the Interior, and 
shall annually make additions, by purchase or otherwise, 
to the library and other property, or apparatus requisite to 
constunmate in a proper manner the intentions of this act. 
He shall direct and superintend the expenditure of all money 
appropriated by Congress to the Department, and render ac- 
counts thereot, and also of all money heretofore appropri- 
ated for agriculture and remaining nexpended. e shall 
have authority to send and receive through the mails, free 
of charge, all communications and other matter pertaining 
to the business of his Department not exceeding in weight 
thirty-two ounces in any one package or parcel. 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, hat the Commissioner 
of Agriculture shall appoint such other employés as Ceu- 
gress may from time to time provide, with salaries corre- 
sponding @ the salaries of similar officers in other Depart- 
ments of the Government. 

Sec. 6. and be it further enacted, 'That this act shall take 
and be in effeet from and after the Ist day of July, 1862. 


Mr. WRIGHT. Me. President, another bill 
has been introduced by the Senator from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Foster] that embraces a bureau of 
| statisies. Now, what I have to say to the Sen- 
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ate, if they will give me their attention for‘a few 
moments, is this: the measure as it originally 





sassed the House, with the amendments made | 
ce the Committee on Patents, really does nothing | 


more than we have already. We have under the 
Patent Office virtually the same thing that there 
is in this bill. The amendment which I have of- 
fered as a substitute, however, embraces some- 


thing more, and in order to remove any prejudice, | 


I want to say to the Senate it can be carried out 
with the present appropriation. I shall be able 
to give the Senate the statistical facts to show that 


the bill, if amended in the way I have proposed, 
can be carried out with the present appropriation. | 


The great agricultural interests of the Union 
underlie its prosperity. The interest upon our 
creat debt, and eventually the debt itself, must be 
paid from the agricultural resources of the coun- 
try. A leading New York journal recently stated 
that there had reached tidewater the last scason 
nearly two millions of tons of breadstuffs, the 
shipment of which to foreign countries kept the 
balance of trade in our favor, and saved us from 
national bankruptcy, enabling us to fill the ware- 
houses of Liverpool, Havre, and Bremen with 
wheat and corn, grown twenty-five hundred miles 
inland and six thousand miles from the consum- 
ers, and aiding us to crush the rebellion. This is 
as palpable as the noonday sun. Hence the great 
importance of proper legislation upon this subject 
at this time. 


The farmers of the country demand at our hands | 
the adoption of such measures as shall be practi- | 
For many years | 
the attention of Congress has been called to the | 
importance of an agricultural department worthy | 


cally useful to their interests. 


of the name, and certainly but little difference of 
opinion can exist as to the propriety or even 
necessity of such an organization. 

The bill for this purpose passed by the House, 
and which, with some slight amendments that 
have been adopted this morning, is now before 
the Senate, is objectionable in my opinion— 

First. Because it does not meet the wants of the 
case, inasmuch as it merely transfers the agricul- 


tural division of the Patent Office to a Commis- | 
sioner of Agriculture, without any additional pow- 


ers or duties, and with no additional resources. 

Not a single function is by that bill provided 
for or required which the present division cannot 
perform. The farmers have never asked of Con- 
gress that it should merely change the name and 
control of the present division, nor will they be 
satisfied with it. 

Second. It is objectionable because it does not 


provide for the collection, definitely, of statistics, | 


as recommended by the President and the Secre- 
tary of the Interior in their communications to 
Congress, and which is indispensable to success 
nationally. The Senate should remember that 
the President in his annual message and the Sec- 
retary of the Interior in his report recommended 
a bureau of statistics. 

Now, Mr. President, so far as I know the wants 
and demands of our agriculturists in reference to 
this subject—and I have given it much attention, 
both at home and in Europe—an agricultural de- 
partment, to be acceptable and efficient, must be 
organized upon a liberal basis, and should em- 
brace— 

1. The science and practice of agriculture. 


2. Natural history, connected with agriculture. | 


3. Agricultural chemistry and meteorology. 

4. Agricultural mechanics, manufactures, com- 
merce, and statistics. 

There has never been a time in the history of 
this country when our welfare so much depended 
upon the science and practice of agriculture as the 
present. The cotton crop of the South cannot 
reach the northern spindles. Agriculture must 
furnish a substitute by the production of upland 
cotton in the Ohio valley. Gentlemen may smile 
papers when I tell them that I have been informed 

y one of my colleagues in the House of Repre- 
sentatives that forty-five years ago, in one of the 
towns of Indiana, he saw cotton by the bale ready 
to be shipped, lying at our wharves on our rivers; 
since I went there forty-three years ago, 1 have 
seen it, but not in such quantities. 

The sugar and molasses of the South have ceased 


to come forward tov the North, and agriculture | 
must remedy the difficulty by the rapid produc- | 


tion of the Chinese and African cane, the products 
of which, in many of the western States, are now 
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counted by millions. In the States of Ilinois, In- 
diana, and Ohio, last year, the production of mo- 
lasses was ten millions of gallons. I received a 
letter the other day from a gentleman in Illinois, 
stating that from a little paper of sugar cane, in- 
closed to him between four and five years ago, he 
had been able to produce nearly two tons of su- 
gar. I have seen the sugar made myself, and 
doubtless other gentlemen have. One county in 
Iowa, the past year, produced seventy-five thou- 
sand gallons of molasses from the sugar cane. 

Virginia, with her one hundred and twenty-three 
millions of pounds of tobacco in 1860, has com- 
paratively none in 1861. Yet this is being, by 
scientific practice, compensated for in the West. 
Four counties alone in Ohio produced ten millions 
of pounds in 1861. 

And, sir, to the scientific practice of agriculture 
alone are we to look for the successful production 
of substitutes for articles of food and materials for 
manufacturing which have heretofore been fur- 
nished by the South. 

Natural history, as connected with agriculture, 
embraces primarily the whole range of domestic 
animals, and through these the beef and pork, 
wool, and the products of the dairy, and involves 
the improvement and adaptation of breeds of 
stock, their rearing, management, and food, and 
relative value for the various purposes for which 
they are grown. 

The hay crop alone of the United States for 1860 
is estimated at twenty millions of tons, which, at 
ten dollars per ton, gives $200,000,000. 

The importance of careful investigations in this 
department of agriculture needs no argument in 
view of these facts, to say nothing of the neces- 
sity of being able to prevent the ravages of the 
army worm or the devastation of the wheat fly. 

Agricultural chemistry and meteorology are 
confessedly of so much importance in connection 
with the practical agriculture of the country that 
our leading colleges and scientific institutions gen- 
erally have adopted them as a part of their reg- 
ular course of instruction; and the important dis- 
coveries everywhere resulting therefrom make it 
incumbent that a special provision should be made 
for their collection and publication. 

Agricultural mechanics embraces many of the 
most important and astonishing developments of 
the age. The reaper and mower, portable farm 
engine, steam thrashers, grain drill, corn planter, 


ditching machine, and portable saw mill, are only || 


a few of the many labor-saving machines which 
ingenuity and mechanical skill have contributed to 
agriculture. With, at least, one half of the great 
Army now doing battle for the Union withdrawn 
from the furrowed field and the golden harvest, 
how necessary that this great auxiliary of the 
farmer—the labor-saving agricultural machines 
and implements of husbandry—should be fostered 
and perfected. 

Manufactures and commerce are but the hand- 
maids of agriculture. Agriculture furnishes the 
food, turns the wheel, and brings forth the fiber 
for the spindle. The white-winged sail of com- 
merce bears the products of the loom and the 
workshop to the markets of the world, and agri- 
culture sustains and enriches all. 

The statistics of these productive elements of 
our country would prove invaluable. The national 
ledger, posted up at the end of each year, show- 


rial, the amount of manufactures, the amountand 


for operations alike beneficial to all classes. 

I have been much interested by the official sta- 
tistical report of the physical resources of Ger- 
many, prepared with great labor and regardless 
of expense, perfectly accurate, and containing in- 
formation valuable not only to the manufacturer 
and the merchant, but to the capitalist and the 
farmer. What have we similar to this * Nothing. 
I believe, as a general rule, we have less accurate 
statistical information in regard to the resources 
of our country and of Europe than any other peo- 
ple in the world. In more than half the States of 
the Union there is no bureau of statistics, and the 


and too often utterly unreliable reports of the press 
for information upon the state of crops at home 
and abroad. A single consideration will show the 
incalculable disadvantage of letting things go at 
such loose ends. An European correspondent, 
writing perhaps upon imperfect information or 


direction of our commerce, would present a basis | 
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hasty observation, predicts a short crop and a 


| scarcity of breadstuffsabroad. The rumor spreads 


like wildfire through America, and the natural 
inference is that Europe will have to look to our 
markets to make up her own deficiency. What 
is the consequence? The experience of the last 
few years compels us to return a sad answer; a 
mania in speculation, a sudden rise of prices toa 


| fictitious value, and then a sudden revulsion and 


panic and commercial distress. To crown all, the 


| foreign speculator, well informed of the state of 


things at home, and who has patiently bided his 
time, steps in at the favorable moment when prices 


| are at the lowest, and realizes an immense profit 


at the expense of our farmers and merchants. One, 
of our leading newspapers estimated our wheat 


| crop for the year 1859 at three hundred millions 


ing our vast productions of food and raw mate- | 


population is dependent upon the vague rumors, | 


of bushels; another at only twoehundred millions. 
So with the cotton crop and all other important 
crops, we only know the truth when it is too late, 
and when speculators and sharpers have done 
their work. 

Wheat at the leading marts in the West not 
long since, in the space of ninety days, fluctuated 
from sixty cents to one dollar and sixty cents per 
bushel. 

Now, what we want in our Government is a 
bureau of statistics, for the purpose of supplying 
our people with timely and accurate information 


| of the state ef crops athome. The reports should 
| also embrace geological, mineralogical, and other 


| and manufacturers. 


physical information of importance to our farmers 
In addition, we should have 
a general statistical department, the business of 


| which should be to collect and spread through the 


country, through official and reliable channels, 


|, correct accounts of the state of crops in Europe; 


| duced into the European systems. 


| of the wheat crop in France. 


and it might also be found desirable to charge this 
department with the duty of reporting, frgm time 
to time, the various improvements in manufac- 
tures, in mining, in scientific agriculture intro- 
1 need not 
spend time in proving the advantages that would 


| accrue from such an arrangement, as they must 


be evident to every one who will bestow a mo- 
ment’s thought upon the subject. 

In this respect we might, wifi great advantage, 
follow the example of the French and German 
Governments. Both in Germany and France ag- 
ricultural schools and colleges are established and 
supported by the Governments, and extensive ex- 
periments are carried out, which would be entirely 
beyond the means of private men. The benefits 
to the nation are immense. Agriculture has re- 
ceived a great impetus, and the products of the 
soil have nearly doubled within less than half a 
century, in consequence of the introduction of im- 
proved methods of tillage. Look atthe statistics 
Fifty years ago, 
according to a recent official publication, there 
were only about four millions six hundred thou- 
sand hectares (a hectare contains a little less than 
two and one half acres) of land sown to wheat in 
Irance, and the average yield did not exceed 
eleven hectolitres (two and three fourth bushels to 
the hectolitre) tothe hectare. In 1858, the wheat 
crop amounted to one hundred millions of hecto- 
litres, at an average yield of fifteen hectolitres to 
the hectare, an increase of nearly one half in about 
forty years. 

The object of a democratic Government is the 
regulation of the public affairs of the country in 
accordance with the wishes of the people. hat 
are the ‘* public affairs’? of the country? Not 
merely laws, certainly not political resolutions; 
for besides the political and social interests of our 
country, there are others of equal importance to 


| the people at large which demand and which 
should receive the profoundest attention of our 


legislators. The scientific investigation of our 
national resources, for example, is a matter affect- 
ing the very foundation of our national greatness 
and prosperity. Our very existence as a self- 
supporting, independent nation, depends in a great 
measure upon it, for without a thorough investi- 
gation those resources can never be developed; 
and without the development of them we shall 

radually sink intoa mere dependency of Europe. 
Todividual enterprise, even in America, being in- 
adequate to this work, and, as itis, further, more 
a public than a private measure, it is evidently 
the duty of that public machine, which we style 
Government, to take the matter up and carry it 
through. 
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For many years we have had a system in this 
country (if it can b alled a system) creat db 
resolution and by addition to appropriation bills, a 
system that has really descended to a mere distri- 
bution of seeds, two thirds of them of very little 
value. The realization and publication of one 
great truth is worth all this labor; and the object 
of the proposition I have submitted, is to combine 
and disseminate information by the four branches 
of an agricultural bureau which I have designated, 
not only by reports, but in other ways, not merely 
to engage in the business of the distribution of 
seeds, beans, and ordinary vegetables such as are 
now distributed, but to have gentlemen who are 
competent to take charge of these different bu- 
reaus, looking to statistical information. I may, 
in this connection, give an instance at home to 
show the value of such information, and I might 
vo abroud and cite instances there. 

Notwithstanding the large population of Great 
Britain, (who are mainly dependent on her com- 
merce and manufactures,) she could not sustain 
herself if she were compelled to import hay for 
her dairies and meat markets. ‘There was a time 
in her history when she was dependent upon her 
mountains and her neighbors for her butter and 
meats. But, with her cultivation of grasses, her 
pepulation has increased; and her stock, of every 
kind, has attained a degree of exeellence which 
supports a demand for it in the mérkets of all 
countries, 

in Holland, where the business of rearing cattle 
constitutes one of the principal sources of wealth, 
and where the price of landed property is high,a 
large portion of the surface of the country is de- 
voted to pasturage and the cultivation of grasses. 
It is said that the cultivation of a single kind of 
grass, in Jamaica, has increased, beyond compu- 
tation, gre value of the trade and commerce of 
that island. 

Blue grass has done for Kentucky what turnips 
have done for Flanders, and portions of England 
and Scottand—not only arrested the old process, 
which wore out the land, but restored the soil, 
and brought large profits to graziers. 

Along the banks. of the Merrimac, grass, that 
fifty years ago was considered asa great evil, has 
within the last twenty years been regarded as 
equal, ifnot superior, to any other variety for hay. 
Mmilar favorable changes have been made in the 
South, and in every portion of the country where 
the attention of agricalturists has been directed to 
the subject. 

I maintain, and these illustrations prove it, that 
one great truth coming from this Government (I 
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care not whether it is gathered from the State so- | 


cleties or from individuals, we want it indorsed 
from the national Government)—a great truth in 
relation to any one of the productions of this 
country—will be worth all the expense entailed. 
It may be said that private individuals will do this. 


We all know that private enterprise has failed to | 


do it. 

I know that the proposition to establish a new 
Department of this Government is calculated to 
alarm Senators on account of the apprehended 
expense, With me the great desire isa bureau of 
statistical informatidn in the center of this Gov- 
ernment—it underlies our weal and prosperity— 
to let the people know what we are doing, so that 
the great farming interest of the Government may 
not be in the hands of dupes and at the mercy of 


incidental information utterly unreliable, when | 


we have it in our power to keep them accurately 
advised by collating through a Department of this 


Government information from different State or- | 


ganizations; and this Department may have con- 
nected with it gentlemen of intelligence, gentlemen 
that are qualified and can give their time to these 
matters. We can establish this Department at 
a cost less than $60,000 annually. That is the 
amount now appropriated for agricultural pur- 
poses. If you take out the $3,000 for the Com- 
missioner, and the salaries of the heads of four 
bureaus, with three clerks, you will have at least 
$15,000 left for seeds. Now, shall I stop and ask 
what benefit this Government can do with that 
amount of money? Shall lask Senators the value 
of the introduction of the Mediterranean wheat to 
this country? No man can estimate it by mil- 
lions, I have seen myself in Europe at a State 
fair eighty-seven different kinds of wheat. The 
introduction through this organization of one soli- 
tary article, whether it be wheat, whether it be 


sugar cane, whether it be a new production of any- || 


thing else adapted to this immense country, 1s 
worth an annual expense of thousands of dollars. 


name. They wanta Department of the Govern- 
ment gathering statistical information, and by 
which we shall be able to obtain those articles 
from foreign countries which experience and even 
practice here may be able to demonstrate the prac- 
tical utility of. 


In behalf of the farmers of this ey I hope | 


we are not to have a mere shadow. ou have 
now, as I have already said, the same thing that 
the House bill provides for. That bill only sepa- 
rates it from one of the existing Departments of the 
Government. Ifweare todoanyfhing for our great 
agricultural interest, let us have a bureau looking 
| to the four branches which I have described, and 
above all, let us have accurate statistical inform- 
ation. If the Senate will do nothing else, let 
me ask gentlemen to take the bill of the Senator 
from Connecticut, which combines a statistical 
department with an agricultural bureau. If my 
amendment shall be voted down, I shall cheerfully 
| vote for his proposition, because I shall regard 
any bill toestablish an agricultural bureau of little 
value unless it embraces statistical information of 
a character adapted tothe labor of this country. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that this subject 
and all others prior, be postponed, with a view to 
take up the bill which I mentioned yesterday, the 
Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like the Senator 
from Maine, as this bill is under discussion, to 
let us take a vote upon it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 


that I can see that there is here not only an ori- 


ginal bill, but several amendments; and I must 


suggest to him also that, he being a member of the 
Committee on Finance, I cannot agree that he 
shall stand in my way in reference to the appro- 
priation bills. 


Mr.SIMMONS. Lamamember of some com- 


then leave it half disposed of. 
The motion of Mr. Fessenpen was agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in the Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to-consider the bill (H.R. No. 260) 
making appropriations for the current and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian department, and 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various In- 
dian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1863. 

| ‘The bill was read at leneth. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There are no amend- 
ments from the Committee on Finance. They 
reported the bill without amendment, I believe. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. So the Chair 
understands. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The Committee on In- 
dian Affairs have instructed me to move certain 
amendments to the bill. 

Mr. WILKINSON. 
consin will permit me one moment, before he of- 
fers his amendments, I wish to move to strike out 
of this bill the word insurance’? wherever it 
occurs. Itoccursin several different places under 
the head of ** miscellaneous items.”’ 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will suggest to my friend 
| from Minnesota that probably he would accom- 

plish the eM he aims at by drawing a distinct 
section on the subject. ‘The word ‘ insurance” 
here applies to some cases where the contracts 
| have already been made for the insurance of goods. 


year no contract should be entered into by the 


| effect the object he has in view. 
the amendment he now proposes would not go 
further than he intends, because it applies to in- 
| surances that have already been made. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
| begs leave to state that the practice is, in consid- 
ering appropriation bills, first to act upon such 
amendments as are moved from the Committee on 


other standing committees, and then to receive 
amendments moved by individual Senators. 
Mr. WILKINSON. I suppose, Mr. President, 





that if any contracts of insurance have been en- || 
tered into, the money was paid at the time the | 


I 


| contract was made. “The policy of the Govern- 


Government for the insurance of its goods would | 
I doubt whether | 


I must say to my friend | 





Ifthe Senator from Wis- | 


A section providing that after the end of the fiscal | 


Finance, afterwards on amendments moved by | 


mittee that ought to have charge of economy of | 
time, and not get up a debate on a question and | 
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ment insuring their own property, I think isa bad 
one, and we may as well stop it here now on this 


| billas on any other. I think the Government ig 
The farmers demand something more than a mere || 


fully as able to insure their own property as in- 
surance companies are to do it for them. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair wi}] 
entertain the motion of the Senator from Minne- 


| Sota. 


Mr. WILKINSON. It is to strike out the 


word ** insurance’? wherever it occurs in the bill. 


| It is under the head of ** miscellaneous items.” 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


I do not see why the 


| Government should not be permitted to do as per- 


sons do with reference to private property. They 
have to send this property. Of course they are 
as able to run the risk of sending it as any one 
else, but if they can save money and deem it ad- 
visable not to run the risk entirely, but to throw 
it upon others for a consideration, as they have 
always heretofore done, and undoubtedly for good 
reasons, I do not see why they should not be per- 
mitted to do it. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I will state the reason 
why I have offered this amendment. Insurance 
companies, of course, make money, or they would 
not go into the business. If aman of small cap- 


| ital embarked in business, and should lose it by 


any accident, his business, of course, would be 
destroyed, and he therefore ought to insure; but 
a man or company having sufficient means to en- 
able them to run the risk themselves can make 
money by abstaining from entering into any con- 
tracts of insurance. They will save what the in- 
surance company would have made out of them. 
It is very clear that the insurance companies make 
money in the long run out of somebody, or they 
would not do it. I know that the firm of Pierre 


| Chouteau & Co., which existed for many years, 





of which John Jacob Aster was once a member, 
the successors of the old northwestern fur traders, 


| never insured their property for the reason that it 
| cost them more in the long run than it did to run 
| the risk themselves, because if they lost a steam- 


boat load of goods they could stand it. Then Gov- 
ernment is able to run this risk. They will have 
to pay more for insuring in the long run than the 
losses which will occur will amount to. It isa 
plain matter of business transaction. Any one can 
see that, unless there is a profit in this insurance 
business, the companies would not be organized 
and would not do lagiein. I think the practice 
of the Government insuring in any of these pri- 
vate companies may as well be stopped here as 
any where else. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The word 
‘* insurance”’ occurs in four instances on the 47th 
and 48th pages under the general head of ** mis- 
cellaneous items.’’ The Senator from Minnesota 
moves to strike out that word in those several 
paragraphs. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I think it would be rather 


| unwise, on the suggestions of the Senator, to 
| change the policy of the Government on this sub- 


| ject, which has been followed for a considerable 
_ number of years, and undoubtedly for very good 
| reasons. 





Mr. GRIMES. What is the reason? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. It is the same reason 


| which exists in your case precisely. 


Mr. GRIMES. But I do not insure. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well; others do. 

Mr. GRIMES. I do not insure because I have 
not got any property; but I will ask the Senator, 
does he know of any man of very large means 
who does insure? For instance, Stephen Girard 
did his own insuring; the house of Cope & Co. 
always did its own insuring; and the aggregate 
in the course of several years, although they had 
a large commission, showed that they saved 
money by doing their own insurance. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That might or might 
not be, 

Mr. WILKINSON. I will state to the Senator 


| from Maine that this question was up before the 


Committee on Indian Affairs, and it was the de- 
cision of that committee that this amendment 
should be made. It is not my own individual idea 
altogether. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, sir, it is in the 
power of the Senate to change the policy of the 
Government which they have followed for many 
years, and which they think wise. The amoynt 
certainly is nota very large one. I, of course, 
have no sort of experience on the subject, and I 
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cannot answer Sénators and say it is not so; but 


because Mr. Girard @ one time, or for any con- | 


siderable length of time, chose to take his own 
risks, is no reason why another man should not 
follow another course if he saw fit to do so. The 
Government has thought it wise to follow this 


course evidently, or it would not have been fol- | 
If they had found by | 
experience that it was unprofitable and unavail- 
able, and only spending money for nothing, the | 


lowed for so many years. 


result probably would have been that they would 
have abandoned the system; they had the power 
to abandon it at any time; but I think where it 
has been adopted and continued year afier year, 


the inference must be that it has been found to be | 
beneficial; and it is hardly worth our while to the- | 


orize on the subject against experience. 
believe that it is as well to take it for granted that 
there is an ordinary degree of integrity and afi 
ordinary degree of intelligence in those who ad- 
minister the Executive Departments of the Gov- 
ernment, and not to assume that they do not know 
how to conduct their business according to ordi- 
nary rules, and in a reasonable, proper way, and 
that they learn nothing by experience. 


course they will act as they see fit. 
Mr. WILKINSON. That idea would with- 


draw from the Senator from Maine and from every 


member of this body all responsibility whatever. | 


I think he is just as capable of judging as the 


President of the United States, and I think it is 


the duty of Congress to decide these questions for 
themselves,and not to be governed by what course 
the executive department of the Government may 
have seen fit to pursue heretofore. 
great many hoary-headed abuses that have clus- 
tered around the Executive Departments of this 


Government, and they exist yet; and the Senator | 
from Maine and Congress would do well if they | 
I think this is one | 


would correct some of them. 
of them, 

Mr. POMEROY. Under some circumstances 
and in some places it may be very well to insure; 
but to insure goods on these western rivers, in 
companies that are unknown to the country, ex- 
cepting that they exist in some of our western 
cities, | consider an entirely useless expenditure 
of money. I know that goods that went up the 
Upper Missouri last spring were injured; but | 
should like to ask the Senator from Maine whether 
he ever knew the Government to collect the in- 
surance? I know that my own experience per- 
sonally in that country is, that I never could col- 
lect a dollar. Every policy that you get has such 
technicality in it; you either did not have the 
goods loaded right, or the boat run on the snag 
at the wrong time, or the name of the boat was 
not in the policy right; in short you are utterly 
unable to get any insurance money at all. Dur- 
ing an experience of five or six years of consider- 
able business in that country I never was able to 


I really | 


There are a | 


Gentle- 1 
men assume that; and if they know better, with- 
out having any experience on the subject, of 





collect one dollar of insurance, though | entered | 


in the regular offices. 
Mr, FESSENDEN,. What regular offices were 
there? 

Mr. POMEROY. Offices in St. Louis. They 
have agents along the Mississippi and Missouri 
rivers, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If this proposition is put 
on the ground that there is such a bad state of 
morals and honesty out in that country that it is 
useless to insure, of course I have nothing to say. 

Mr. POMEROY. I was going to say further 
that when a company insure for the Government 
of the United States, they feel under much less 
obligation to pay than they would if it were the 
property of individuals. There is some obliga- 
lon resting on a company to pay an individual 
that they would not consider resting upon them 
to pay the Government. I think the Government 
has never yet collected a dollar of insurance in 
that country, and I do not believe they will for 
years to come; und yet every agent will insure, 
for the reason that there are so many applicants 
for the insurance; and if the law allows it, they 
will be sure to accommodate any one who comes 
along desiring to insure goods. It is simply an- 
other way of getting money out of the esate 
ment without incurring any responsibility. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I now move five amend- 
ments together, for the purpose of carrying into 
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| effect a treaty which was proclaimed and pub- 
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lished after the meeting of Congress, and after the 
regular estimates had been made: 
To carry into effect the treaty of February 18, 1861, with 


| Arapahoes and Cheyenne Indians of the Upper Arkansas 


river, namely: 

Article one—For surveying the exterior of the reserva- 
tion, and dividing the same between the two tribes, esti- 
mated to be three hundred and fifty miles, at an expense 
of ten dollars per mile for surveying, $3,500. 

Article four, second section—For the first of fifteen in- 
stallments of annuityof $30,000, to be expended for their ben 
efit, that is to say, $15,000 per annum for each tribe, com- 
mencing with the year in which they shall remove to and 
settle upon their reservations, for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1862, $30,000. 

Also, for the same object, for,the fiscal year ending June 


| 30, 1863, $30,000. 


For transportation and necessary expenses of delivering 
of annuities, goods, and provisions to the Arapahoes and 


} Cheyenne [ndians of the Upper Arkansas river for the fis- 
| cal year ending June 30, 1862, $5,000. 


Also, for the same object, for the fiscal year ending June 


| 30, 1863, $5,000. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to hear some 
explanation of these amendments. 


ir. DOOLITTLE. 1 will state to the Senate 


that the treaty—to carry out which-these amend- 


| ments are offered—was not proclaimed and pub- 


lished until after the meeting of Congress, and 
therefore anestimate did not go to the other House 
in time toappear in the regular appropriations for 


| carrying intoeffect treaty stipulations. All ofthese 


| provisions in the new estimate sent in by the See- 





retary of the Interior are to carry that treaty into 
effect. The treaty provides for the survey of the 
line betwee®@ two tribes. It is estimated that it 
will cost ten dollars per mile, and the distance is 
three hundred and fifty miles. One of the mem- 
bers of our committee—the Senator from lowa, 
(Mr. Hartan]—has been long on the Committee 
on Public Lands, before which this question of 
surveying has often been considered, and after a 
discussion in our committee as to what the prob- 
able expense of surveying would be, we thought 
it might be worth that sum, considering the na- 
ture of the country and the distance it is from 
supplies. 

The other and the larger appropriation provides 
for the payment for their benefit of the sum of 
$30,000 per annum for fifteen years, that is to say, 
$15,000 per annum for each tribe for that number 
of years, commencing with the year at which they 
shall remove to and settle upon their reservations, 
making a sum of $450,000 in annuities in fifteen 
years. This treaty has been ratified. It wasa 
treaty for the purchase of that country in Colo- 
rado where Denver City is situated, and there was 
a necessity for the purchase of that country from 
the Indians. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


I should like to have the 


Senator read and explain that part of the treaty— | 


I am not familiar with it—that puts it upon the 
United States to run this line. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The eighth article of the 
treaty is in these words: 

All the expenses connected with and incident to the 
making of this agreement, and the carrying out its provis- 
ions, shali be deirayed by the United States, except as 
otherwise herein provided.” 

And the first article contains this clause: 

** According to an understanding among themselves, it is 
hereby agreed between the United States and the said tribes, 
that the said reservation shall be surveyed and divided by 
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in California, to instruct the Indians in husbandry, at 31,200 
each, for fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, authorized by act 
of June 19, 1860, $6,000. 

for salaries of clerks to superintendents of Indian af- 
fairs for the northern and southern districts of California, 
for three quarters of the fiseal year ending June 30, 1862, at 
$1,800 per annum, $2,700. 

For the same servite for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1863, at 81,500 per annum, $3,000, 


~ 


For the purchase of cattle for beef and milk, together with 
clothing and food for tndians, for the fiseal year ending 
June 30, 1863, forthe northern district of California, $25,000. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to have an 


explanation of all these amendments as they go 
along. 


Mr. DOCLITTLE. In relation to the first one 
about the supervisors, the committee report in fa- 
vor of paying but five supervisors instead of eight. 
The Department estimate that eight will be re- 
quired, but the committee, in considering the sub- 
ject, thought that five could discharge the service. 
These supervisors are in fact a kind of agents or 
sub-agents. ‘They were named, however, in the 
act in relation to California, as supervisors to in- 
struct the Indians in husbandry, &c. In relation 
to the salaries of clerks, the Department estimate: 

** For salaries of clerks to superintendents of Indian af- 
fairs for the northern and southern districts of California, 
for three quarters of the fiseal year ending June 30, 1862, at 
$1,800 per annum.” 

The service in those cases has been performed 
or very nearly so; the year is very nearly finished, 
lor the same service for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1863, the committee determined that they 
would allow them but at the rate of $1,500 per 
annum. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Are they provided for by 
any law that makes it necessary ? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. There i#mo law, as I un- 
derstand it, that requires the appointment of these 
clerks. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
visors ? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. There is a law authoriz- 
ing the appointment of supervisors. ‘They are 
authorized by the law of 1861. I desire the por- 
tion of the amendment in relation to the clerks for 


How is it with the super- 


| the year ending June 30, 1862, to lie over until 


to-morrow morning, as | suppose we shall hardly 
be able to get through with all the amendments 
to-day, and we can examine the subject and as- 
certain whether they are authorized by law or 
not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster in 
the chair.) ‘That portion of the amendment will 
be consiglered as withdrawn. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The@I desire to say, in 


| relation to the clause for the purchase of animals 


and cattle for beef and milk, together with cloth- 
ing and food for the Indians in the northern dis- 
trict of California, that the amendment offered by 


| the committee proposes to expend the sum of 


aline to be run due uorth from a point on the northern | 


boundary of New Mexico, fifteen miles west of the Purga- 
tory river, and extending to the Sandy Fork of the Arkansas 
river, Which said line shall establish the eastern boundary 
of that portion of the reservation to be hereafter occupied 
by the Cheyennes, and the western boundary of that por 
tion of said reservation to be hereafter occupied by the 
Arapahoes.”’ 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Does 
estimate for that? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Yes, sir; and estimates 
the distance“at three hundred and fifty miles. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. And the amount? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Atanexpense of ten dol- 


lars per mile for surveying. Itisin pursuance of 


the Department 


estimate, as are all the amendments | send to the | 


Chair in pursuance of the estimates of the De- 
partment, and I believe necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this treaty. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs to offer certain other 
amendments, in relation to the Indian service in 
California, to be added at the end of the bill: 


For Indian service in California: 
For compensation of five supervisors for the reservations 


| No. 79. 


$25,000, for that purpose. 
Department is for $100,000. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Additional estimates? 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. These are additional es- 
timates, which were sent in and printed. The 
Senator will find them in Miscellaneous Document 
They have been printed and laid on the 


The estimate of the 


| tables of Senators, but perhaps have escaped the 


attention of the Senator from Maine. large 
number of Indians were gathered together upon 
a reservation called the Klamath reservation, ina 
valley in California. There came a sudden flood— 


| such a flood as has never been known to rise in 


| terly destroyed, 


| ernment, with the exception of one barn. 


California before. The water came down from 


| the mountains in such quantities that it actuall 
|| swept the whole Indian reservation away, all their 


villages, and every building belonging to the Gov- 
It not 
only swept away the buildings, but it piled up the 
gravel on one side of the river, they say, some 
two or three feet deep, and on the other side cov- 
ered it with sand, so that the arable land, which 
lies within these valleys, where the arable lands 
are to be found in California, has been almost ut- 
The Indians have been swept 
out, and it is estimated that the amount of prop- 
erty which they have lost upon this reservation 
is worth more than forty thousand dollars. It 
has become absolutely necessary for the agent or 


| superintendent there, in order to prevent them 


from actually starving to death, to take measures 
to do something towards feeding them. He pre- 
sents a proposition on his part, which is also sub- 


| mitted, and has been somewhat considered by the 


oth 
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committee, to purchase another reservation for 
them in California, in another section of the State; 
but that is not under consideration now. The 
committee, however, thought they would reduce 
the amount, and not report in favor of more than 
$25,000. As the summer season has already come, 
they thought it would be an opportunity for the 
Indians to dovery much towards sustaining them- 
selves during the summer, and by the next ses- 
sion, if it be necessary to have any greater ex- 
penditure, we shall know it then. fr you turn to 
pages 10 and 11 of this document, you will find 
a very heart-rending description given by Mr. 
Hanson, the superintendent of Indian affairs, of 
the disasters brought on by this great flood. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment as modified by the with- 
drawal of a portion of it. ‘ 

The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 offer another amend- 
ment from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
insert at the end of the bill the following: 


For the same service in the southern district of Califor 
nia, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, $15,000. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. What do the words “ for 
the same service’? mean? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. This amendment is to 
come immediately after the last amendment. The 
word * service,’’ however, should be stricken out, 
and I will modify the amendment in that way. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I supposed that a new sys- 
tem had been adopted in California that saved the 
necessity of having all these supervisors and all 
these officers. I cannot state precisely the law, 
but I supposed that a new system was adopted a 
year ago dispensing with this whole army of offi- 
cers, and gathering the Indians together in reser- 
vations, and thatall necessary provisions had been 
made to carry those laws into effect by the regu- 
lar appropriation bill. As a matter of course, my 
friend from Wisconsin is much more familiar with 
the subject, as he has given his attention to it, but 
I know it was a subject frequently discussed a 
year ago. A jaw was passed and appropriations 
were made in pursuance of that law. I presume 
that the present bill contains the ordinary appro- 
priations for the Indian service in California, in 
accordance with the law passed a year or twoago. 
It strikes me with surprise to find so many amend- 
ments needed now to carry into execution that 
lnw passed more than a year ago. I do not un- 
derstand it, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to inquire 
also of the Senator what communication it was 
that asked for thes@ appropriations ? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. It is a letter of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior addressed to me as chairman 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs, accompanied 
by a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fuirs, with additional estimates. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It has never been pre- 
sented to Congress at all, otherwise than it might 
have been laid on our tables. I have had no sort 
of chance to examine it, and look into it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. When I moved the print- 


ing of this letter, with the additional estimates, I 





endeavored to arrest the attention of the Senate to | 


the fact that very important amendments to this 
bill were asked for. Perhaps it would be a saving 
of the time of the Senate if this bill should lie 


over, and gentlemen could all have an opportu- || 


nity to read this document, the additional esti- 
mates, and the papers that accompany it. There 
are several letters which are published stating the 
grounds upon which these estimates are claimed. 
L have no objection to the bill lying over until 
Monday. 

Mr. LATHAM. I desire to make a little state- 
mentin relation to this subject. | was formerly a 
member of the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
everything connected with the service in the State 
that I represent was more immediately under my 
supervision. | believe I proposed the amendment 
relative to these several districts, which Congress 
adopted, about a year ago, and to which the Sen- 
ator from Ohio refers. I had not seen these amend- 
ments before they were offered here, and I must 
confess that some of them I do not understand. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If my friend will excuse 
me, f was about to suggest that I am informed, 
for the first time, that these new estimates have 
come in, and we are met of « sudden with some 
twenty pew amendments, as my friend from Wis- 
consin says, of a character that is rather surpris- 


THE CO 


|. a ad ae ; 
|| ing to the Senate, and I think it would be unsafe 
| to go on with the bill without giving the Senate a 


|| chance toconsider them. I think it would be bet- 
|| ter, therefore, for the chairman of the Committee 
|| on Indian Affairs to offer his amendments and 
| have them printed, so that we may have an op- 
|| portunity to look at the estimates and the amend- 
|| ments proposed. 
| Mr. DOOLITTLE. I have no objection to 
| that, and then the bill may lie over until Mon- 
\| day. 
| Mr. LATHAM. I am perfectly willing to 
|| agree to that; but I will take this occasion to state 
| more particularly to the Committee on Finance 


| that I,as well as the Committee on Indian Affairs, 


| think a very large saving can be made in the pub- 
j 


thought about the subject, the more | am satisfied 
_ that the Government is paying entirely too much 
| money for the support of the Indians in that State. 
A few years ago, when the Indians were much 
more numerous than they are now, I believed it 
was the dutysof the Government to extend a pro- 
| tecting care over them to as greatan extent asthey 
| then legislated for; but the Indians in California 
_ are fast fading away; their number is very rapidly 
+ decreasing; and out of all these reservations, 1 do 


not think there are, probably, over two of them || 


| where the white man has not intruded himself, 

| and the Indians have become scattered. 

| I believe, and | am speaking after a conference 

| with the Secretary of the Interior, th@t there ought 

| not to be for that whole State more than one su- 
perintendent. I do not think there is any neces- 
sity for the State being divided into two districts. 


I think it would be sufficient to have one super- | 


intendent and two reservations, and for each res- 
ervation a supervisor, with a limited salary of 
twelve or eighteen hundred dollars per annum. 
If all the Indians were thus gathered into two 


reservations, onein the north and one in the south, | 


it would be a saving of probably thirty or fifty 
thousand dollars a year to the Government. In 
three reservations in the northern district—No- 
| mee-lackee, Klamath,and Mendocino—the whites 
| have intruded, so that they are really, for Gov- 
| ernment purposes, utterly worthless. The In- 
| dians will not stay there. The whites take their 
hunting grounds and fishing places, and use them 
| in various ways, and the Indians, of course, scat- 


|| ter in the mountains. They cannot live in con- || 
| tact with the white men. They sell them whisky, | 


and impose upon them ina thousand ways that 
every gentleman here is perfectly familiar with. 


|| There ought to be some place in northern Cali- | 


'| fornia; and I understand there is such a place, a 
| place called Round Valley, surrounded by mount- 


|| ains, where the Indians could be gathered. 


| Mr. DOOLITTLE,. Smith river valley. 

| Mr. LATHAM. I may not be correct about 

| the Indians can all be kept, and then three of these 

| reservations could be done away with. In the 

| first place, you could dispense with three super- 
visors, and then the laborers who are paid forty 


| husbandry, for which you are paying several thou- 


sand dollars a year, could also be dispensed with. | 
|| The same thing would occur in the southern dis- 
trict. Even if you have but one superintendent | 


| with a general supervision engaged in collecting 
| the Indians into these two reservations, and con- 
| trolling them, you get rid of one supervisor, who 
| has a salary | believe now of $3,600, and you get 
rid of one agente I hope these amendments will 
| he over, and if the committee will give me an op- 


| portunity I will appear before them between this | 


| . . 
| and Monday and present my own ideas in rela- 
tion to it more systematically. F 


| Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will state to the Senator 


| from California that the committee meet to-mor- 
row morning at half past nine o’clock. I will 
state further, that we had proposed upon that com- 
| mittee to reduce the salaries of the superintendents 
| in California to the same salary as that allowed 


| the superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon— 
‘| $2,500 each. Ido not know, however, but I should 


| be decidedly in favor of his proposition if he, as 
| the Senator from California, should recommend 
it, of reducing the whole State of California into 
| one district, and collecting these Indians together 


‘in one or two reservations in the State. I will 
| state further that, not expecting the bill would be 


| lic expenditures for the support of the Indians in | 

|| California. The more I have investigated and 
i 

i} 


the name; but there should be some place where | 


dollars a month, I believe, and the implements of | 
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| entirely finished to-day, there are two other ques- 
|| tions sill pending before ¢he committee, one of 
which bears on that very suggestion. We are con. 
sidering the propriety of the purchase of the Smith 
river valley as a reservation for these Indians, in 
| which the Indians that were driven out by the 
|| floods from the Klamath reservation, and the other 
|| Indians in the northern district, may be kept to- 
| gether. There is another matter pending before 
|| the committee, in which the Senator from Oregon 
| (Mr. Nesmiru] feels an interest, in relation to 
| some unpaid balances still existing in Oregon jn 
relation to the Indian service, which has not been 
| fully passed upon by the committee. With the 
| exception of those two things, however, the pur- 
| chase of the Smith river valley as a reservation, 
and the other question in relation to Oregon and 
Washington, I believe we have agreed upon all 
the amendments we intended to submit that re- 
quire appropriations, and therefore I will now sub- 
mitthem, and ask that they, in connection with 
| those that have already been offered, be printed, 
I make that motion; and I shall then move, when 
that is disposed of, that the bill lie over until Mon- 
day. 
|| Mr. HARLAN. It seems to me the printing 
| 





| of the amendments will be perfectly useless. The 
| estimates of the Department are contained in Mis- 
| cellaneous Document No. 79, which has been laid 
|| on the desk of every Senator. ‘The committee has 
|| been laboring to cut down these estimates, and 
|| there are a number of propositions of the Depart- 
|| ment that we have not yet decided on. There is 
|| one here I notice of $200,000, which we think we 
may dispense with after we have become fully 
| possessed of all the facts. I suggest therefore to 
the chairman of the committee that the printing 
| of the amendments would not facilitate business 
|| a particle, and there are other amendments that 
have been suggested by propositions that are 
|| pending before the committee, and which have 
| not been decided on by the committee. 

| Mr. FESSENDEN. What I want to say to 
| the committee is this: I have postponed this bill 
| week after week at their suggestion—they were 
not ready. I understood from the chairman of 
| the committee that he should be ready on Wed- 
_nesday, yesterday. I did not take it up then, but 
| gave notice that I should call itupto-day. Now, 
1 should be glad if the committee would ascertain 
when they can get through with theiramendments. 
The reason why I want the amendments printed 
is that the other members of the Senate may have 
|| achance to know beforehand what is to be pro- 
|| posed, and to look into these things and examine 
them. I am satisfied myself, if the committee have 
|| thoroughly investigated it, and are satisfied them- 
|| selves on the subject. They are the proper com- 
mittee to do it. 

Mr. HARLAN. The estimates of the Depart- 
ment have been printed with the papers which 
were supposed to be necessary to enable the com- 
|| mittee to understand them. They are now lying 
on the desks of Senators, 1 have no doubt, or are 
| on their files. 
|| Mr. FESSENDEN. There is no objection to 
printing these amendments in the mean time. I 
Last not seen that document before, nor had my 
attention been called toitin any way. It was 
never before our committee. I think the motion 
to print the amendments a proper motion, and I 
|| hope the Senator will also move a reconsideration 
|| of those that have been already passed upon, in 
'| order that we may have them before us again. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I have no objection to 
that. Atthe request of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, let all the amendments be 
| printed, and stand upon the same footing together. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ifno objection 
|| be made that will be considered the sense of the 
|| Senate, and the motion will comprise all the 
|| amendments that have been offered by the Com- 
'| mittee on Indian Affairs. The Chair hears no 
|| objection. It is now moved that the amendments 
|| proposed by the Committee on Indian Affairs be 

rinted, and that the further consideration of the 
ill be postponed until ae next. ) 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. There is a proposi- 











| 

tion before the committee to appropriate some 
'| twenty or thirty thousand dollars to the Wyan- 
| dotte tribe of Indians, for the purpose of carrying 
| outa treaty stipulation. I should like to have that 
| proposed amendment printed, with the amend- 
'| ments suggested by the chairman of the commit- 
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the papers printed, 1] 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Those papers are very 
yoluminous. There is quite a bundle. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I mean only the letter | 
of the Secretary of the Interior and of the Commis- | 
sioner of Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I have no objection to its 
being printed, though the committee have not 
passed upon the question, or determined that it 
should be considered upon the appropriation bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the amendments of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and the amendment suggested by the Sen- 
ator from Kansas, be printed, and that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I suppose the object of the 
Senator from Maine in making his motion was, | 
that the amendments which have been agreed 
upon by the Committee on Indian Affairs should 
be printed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, That is it. 

Mr. WILKINSON. The matter referred to 
by the Senator from Kansas has not been agreed 
on by the committee, and I do not think it is 
oroper to insert that with the amendments which 
loon been decided upon. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. With the consent of 
the Senator from Minnesota, I desire to say that 
the committee have decided the question involved 
in this amendment, and it is recommended by the 
Secretary of the Interior and by the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
ment on the table ? 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. No, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN.* Then how can it be 
printed ? 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. The papers are be- 
fore the committee, and I desire the letter of the 
Secretary of the Interior and of the Commissioner | 
of Indian Affairs to be printed with the other | 
amendments. That is the object. 

Mr. WILKINSON. It was suggested in the 
committee that the matter to which the Senator | 
from Kansas alludes should more properly be in- | 
troduced in a separate bill by itself. The subject- 
matter of it is somewhat different from the other 
amendments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin comprise the amendment 


suggested by the Senator from Kansas in his mo- 
tion ? 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I do not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question, 
then, will be on ordering the printing of the amend- 
ments of the Committee on Indian Affairs, those 
already adopted being reconsidered by common 
consent, and the motion being that those, together 
with those not passed upon, be printed, and that 


the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
until Monday next. 


The motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills and joint resolution from 
the House of Representatives were severally read 
twice by their titles, and referred as indicated 
below: 

A bill (No. 352) to provide for the organization 
of a signal corps, to serve during the present war 
—to the Committee on Military Affairs and the | 
Militia, 

A bill (No. 404) to provide for the deficiency in 
the appropriation for the pay of the two and three 
years volunteers, and the officers and men actu- 
ally employed in the western department—to the | 
Committee on Finance. 

A joint resolution (No. 66) authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to discharge contractors with 
his Department when they have furnished the 
amount estimated in their contracts and fifty per 


_ additional—to the Committee on Naval Af- 
airs, 





Is there any such amend- 





BRANCH MINT IN COLORADO, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire the Senate now 
to take up a bill reported by the Committee on 
Finance to establish a branch mint at Denver. | | 
presume there will be no dispute about it, and it 
itis very desirable that it should be disposed of. | 
I move to take it up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 
No. 287) to establish a branch of the Mint of the | 











tee. 1 suppose there is no objection to having || United States at Denver, in the Territory of Colo- 


rado, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides for the location and estab- 
lishment at Denver of a branch of the Mint of the 


United States for the coinage of gold. As soon 


as the pablic interest shall require, upon the nom- | 


ination of the President, by and with the advice 


and consent of the Senate, there are to be appointed | 


one superintendent, one assayer, one melter and 
refiner, and one coiner; and the superintendent is 
to employ as many clerks, subordinate workmen, 
and laborers, under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, as may be required. The su- 
perintendent is to have an annual salary of $2,000; 
the assayer, $1,800; the melter and refiner, $1,800; 
the coiner, $1,800; and the clerks, subordinate 
workmen, and laborers are to have such wages 


their respective stations and occupations. 
officers and clerks, before entering upon the exe- 
cution of their offices, are to take an oath or affirm- 
ation faithfully and diligently to perform the du- 


ties of their offices, and are each to become bound | 


to the United States, with one or more sureties, 
to the satisfaction of the Director of the Mint or 
the secretary of the Territory of Colorado and of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, conditioned for the 
faithful performance of the duties of their offices. 
The general direction of the business of this branch 
mint is to be under the control and regulation of 
the Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, subject 
to the approbation of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; and for that purpose the Director is to pre- 
scribe such regulations and require such returns 
periodically and occasionally, and to establish 
such charges for parting, assaying, refining, and 


coining as shall appear to him to be necessary for | 


the purpose of carrying into effect the intention 


of the act, and also for the purpose of preserving | 


uniformity of weight, form, and finishin the coin 
stamped atthe branch. This branch mint is to be 
a place of deposit for such public moneys as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may direct; and the 


superintendent is to have the custody of them and | 


to perform the duties of Assistant Treasurer; and 
for that purpose is to be subject to all the provis- 
ions contained in an act, entitled ** An act to pro- 
vide for the better organization of the Treasury, 
and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue,’’ approved 
August 6, 1846, which relate to the treasurer of 
the branch mint at New Orleans. The superin- 
tendent, under the direction of the Secretary of the 


Treasury, and on terms to be prescribed by him, | 


may issue, in payment of the gold dust and bullion 
deposited for assay and coinage or bars, drafts, 
or certificates of deposit, payable at the Treasury 
or any sub-Treasury of the United States to any 
depositor electing to receive payment in that form. 
All the laws and parts of laws now in force for 
the regulation of the Mint of the United States, 
and for the government of the officers and persons 
employed therein, and for the punishment of all 
offenses connected with the Mint or coinage of the 
United States are declared to be in full force in 
relation to the branch mint established by the act, 
as faras the same may be applicable thereto. The 
bill appropriates $75,000 to carry into effect its 
provisions and to meet the expenses of the current 
year and for the fiscal year ending 30th of June, 
1863. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should like to know if there 


is a sufficient reason for entering upon this new | 


expense. I had intended to look into the bill more 
carefully than I have been able to do. I did not 
anticipate that it would be called up to-day. | 
remember some years ago, when there was a prop- 
osition to establish a new mint, I did look into the 
question, and the conclusion at which I arrived 
then was that it wasa departure from good policy 
to add to the number of our mints; that the best 
policy was to have only a single mint; that that 
policy should not be departed from except on 
special cause; that every new mint adds to our 
expense very considerably; that it does more than 
that, it introduces an embarrassment in connec- 
tion with the coinage of the country. Now,l am 
not prepared to go into a consideration of this mat- 
ter in detail at this moment; nor do I know that 
I shall deem it my duty to oppose this _proposi- 
tion, but under the circumstances I think I must 
ask that it be postponed. 
into it more; at least unless the chairman of the 





I should like to look | 


| 


| good reason for it that I could ever see. 
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strong a case in favor of this bill as to remove all 
the doubts which I must confess I do entertain. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I can only 
say that it has been the policy of the Government 
to establish branch mints wherever it has been 
thought they were needed on account of the great 
yield of gold in particular districts, and their dis- 
tance from the existing mints. We have hada 
branch mint at New Orleans, without any very 
We had 
one at Dahlonega, Georgia, and one at Charlotte, 
North Carolina; but the yield in those regions was 
so small that it became evident they ought to be 
abolished. I remember that it was stated by the 


| late Senator from Georgia, (Mr. Toombs,) here in 
debate that he did not regard the mint at Dahlon- 


|| ega as of any consequence to his State at all. 1 
and allowances as are customary, according to || 


The | 


think that at the time those mints were estab- 
lished the yield there did not exceed $500,000 a 
year, indeed it never did; and they were at com- 
paratively short distances from existing mints, 
and where communication waseasy. This region, 
however, is ata very great distance, and the yield 
is large ang is increasing very much every year; 


| and it seefhs to me to be unwise to compel the 


transportation of gold from that section of coun- 


| try to this coast to be minted, and then to send it 


back again in the shape of coin to meet the neces- 


| sities of the Government and the people there. 


They have, indeed, found it necessary to estab- 


| lish private mints, 


There were some statistics laid before the Com- 


| mittee on Finance which I can state to the Senate. 


| asany. 


I believe it is now established beyond dispute that 
this is a very rich mining region, probably as rich 
They began buta few years ago; the pro- 
duct during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1359, 
was $4,171 70; the next year it was $622,264 30; 
and last year it was $2,091,197 17. 

Mr.SUMNER. . Where do those figures come 
from? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. From a letter of the Di- 
rector of the Mint to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means. I willread the whole 
letter: 

Mint or THE Unrred Stvares, PHILADELPHIA, 


January 21, 1862. 
Dear Sir: [have received your letter of the 17th instant, 


| in relation to the bill before your committee for the estab- 


lishment of a branch of the Mint of the United States at 
Denver City, in the Territory of Colorado, and respond to 
your inquiries in the order presented in your communica- 


| tion. 


1. The average annual coinage of the branch mint at 
Dahlonega, Georgia, from 1848 to 1860, inclusive, was 
$218,688 68, and at Charlotte, during the same period, 
$255,538. 

2. The amount of gold received at the Mintand branches 
from the region of country now embraced in the Territory 





| of Colorado since 1859, the year in which deposits of bul 
| lion from thatsection were first made, has been as follows: 


During fiseal year ending June 30, 1859...... 


$4,171, 70 

622,264 30 
2,091,197 17 
1,160,000 00 


During fiscal year ending June 30, 1860...... 
During fiscal year ending June 30, 1561...... 
Since June 30, 1861, about...... eecdees Jie 


TOtAl nccccr canctgnencancsnsnetsns sence Meunasieee. Ke 


3. The cost of coinage in Colorado would not, itis believed, 


| be greater than at Philadelphia, and less, perhaps, than at 


San Francisco. But the cost of separating or parting the 


| silver from the gold, prior to coinage, would exceed the ex- 


pense attending the same operation here, for the reason that 
the chemical articles (nitric acid being the principal one) 
required for that purpose would have to be transported 
thither at a considerable expense. Ithas been the uniform 
practice, however, at our minting establishments, to impose 
a “ parting” charge on the bullion equal to the expense at- 


| tending the operation, and this should be done at the pro- 


posed braneli mint. | may add, for your information, that 
the charge for ** parting,”’ atthe principal Mint and the assay 
office, New York, is five cents per ounce gross, and at the 
branch mint, San Francisco, fourteen cents. 

4. A private minting establisliment for converting the 
natural alloy of gold and silver into coins has been in oper- 
ation at Denver City for a year or two past. One of the firm 


of Messrs. Clarke, Gruber & Co., by whoin it is conducted, , 


informed me a short time since that their coinage amounte 
to about sixty thonsand dollars per annum. 

I had the honor, on the 7th instant, to address a commu- 
nication to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury in relation to the 
bill in question, in which | presented my views as to the 
propriety of establishing the proposed branch mint, and 
suggested a few alterations in the bill. The Seeretary will 
no doubt, on your application, furnish a copy of the same. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. JAMES POLLOCK, 
Director of the Mint. 
Hon. Tuappvevs Stevens, Chairman of Committee of 
Ways and Means, Washington City. 


According to a return from the Department of 
the Interior, we send $816,046 a year into New 
Mexico, Utah, Colorado, Nebraska, Dakota, and 


| Kansas, for the payment of annuities to the In- 
Committee on Finance is prepared to state so || dians, and the salaries of superintendents and 
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tee of Ways and Means prepared the bill and sub- 


mitted it to the Secretary of the Treasury” He | 


suggested sume modifications, which were adopt- 
ed, und returned it, saying: 

*“ With the modifications suggested, I recommend the 
passage of the billas one of great general utility and special 
convenience to the people of the Territory of Colorado.” 

I have also a letter from the Delegate gf Colo- 
rado Territory, a highly respectable gentleman 
whom we all know, in which he states that the 
product of this year will probably be about four 
millions of dollars, and he thinks the yield will 
maintain a proporuonal increase until it competes 
with the product of California. Although the 
‘Territor y was settled only in the spring of 1859, 


he estimates the population now at from twenty- | 
He gives many | 
items of intelligence, all of which are interesting. | 


five to thirty thousand, all loyal. 


Under these circumstances, the Committee on 
Finance, in accordance with the opinion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, came unanimously to 
the conclusion that it was a wise measure to es- 
tablish this mint; thatit would be a sa yng instead 
of an expense. ‘The bill passed the House of 


Representatives without opposition, having been, | 


I believe, unanimously reported by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. In view of the facts, it 
would seem to be a matter not only of propriety 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
LIEUTENANT CHARLES E. FLEMING. 


Mr. GRIMES. I offer a resolution ealling for 
information, and ask that it be considered now: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 


quested to communicate to the Senate the testimony and | 


judgment of the reeeut naval court of inquiry in the case of 
Lieutenant Charles &. Fleming of the United States Navy ; 
also the testimony and finding of the naval retiring board in 
the case of said Lieutenant Fleming; and that he be also 
requested to infortn the Senate whether or not the judg- 
ment and finding atoresaid have becu approved by him. 


Mr. SUMNER. Should not that. be with the 
limitation, ** if not inconsistent with the public in- 
terests?’’ I believe it is not the habit of the Sen- 
ate to make a positive call on the President with- 
out that limitation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) 
The resolution cannot be considered to-day unless 
by the unanimous consent of the Senate. Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none. 
tion is before the Senate, and the question is on 
its adoption, 

Mr. COLLAMER. I rose in season to object 
to the consideration of the resolution, but I shall 
not do so. 
getting up inquiries and trying over again cases 
that have been tried in the Navy and the Army. 
1 do not recognize any such power here, and I 
think it is a bad employment of our time. Unless 
some purpose can be disclosed different and dis- 
uunct from that, I feel it my duty to oppose the 
resolution. IL do not object to its consideration 


now; | am willing to hear what is the purpose of || 


this inquiry. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
the Senator for calling upon me to state the pur- 
pose. I wish to call for a part of the public his- 
tory of the country, and especially of the public 
records that relate to the Navy Department. This 
Mr. Charles E. Fleming,a lieutenant in the Navy, 


was formerly an officer on board the sloop-of-war || 


The resolu- | 


| have great reluctance to resolutions | 


Iam very much indebted to 


Bainbridge, which was commanded by Com- | 


mander Rowan, and was on the Brazil station. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I object to the considera- 
tion of the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair put 
the question to the Senate whether the resolution 
was objected to, and no objection was made, 

Mr. COLLAMER, I had the floor for that 
purpose, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
to be made, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Vermont siated distinetly that he did not ob- 
ject to the present consideration of the resolution. 
The Chair heard no objection, and stated that the 
resoluuon was before the Senate. It is now too 
late to object to the consideration of the resolution. 

Mr. MecDOUGALL. There was an objection, 


1 understood. 


I understood objection 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || 





|| generally to the resolution. 


Mr. Fleming for being guilty of drunkenness, as 
well as disobedience to the commander of the ves- 
sel to which he was attached; he was tried, con- 
victed, and expelled from the service. The Senate 
of the United States in the plenitude of its mercy 
saw fit about eighteen months ago to restore him 
to the service, against the protest of some of its 
members certainly, and Senators will find that he 
is recorded on the Naval Register of last January, 
as three hundred and ten on the list of lieutenants, 
although he entered the service in 1835. He was 
sent to sea as | understund in the Vandalia. 
Charges were again preferred against him for in- 
temperance; he was, I have been informed, sent 
before a court of inquiry and found guilty. 


board decided that he was incompetent to perform 
duty as a naval officer, in consequence of his 
former and present habits of intemperance. 

|| Lunderstand these to be the facts. 1 want to 
|| know whether or not these are the facts. I only 
state what I have been told. It is due to the ser- 
vice that it should be known if they are true; and 
it is due t6 Mr. Fleming, if they are not true, that 
it should be known. I then want to know whether 


it 
| 


In other words, 
I wish to know whether our vessels of war, 
whether the flag of our country, whether the lives 
of our seamen are to be placed in the control and 
under the direction of men who have been found 
by their peers to be grossly derelict in their habits 
in this respect, or whether the Senate is disposed 
to exercise its judgment, its prudence, and its cau- 
tion in protecting the lives of the people that fight 
our battles for us and the honor of our flag. And 
I want to know who is responsible for this. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I am glad the gentleman 
|| is gratified at the opportunity of making his re- 
|| marks. Having made them, Leupan his object 
| is effected. The gentleman can learn all he de- 
| 
| 





sires to know by inquiring at the proper place. 
The information is all in the Department, and they 
will no doubt be perfectly willing to show it to 
him. As to making it part of the history of the 
country, I do not think it of importance enough 
| toenter the biography, either for credit or dis- 
credit, of any individual in the Navy upon our 
records. As to what the Senate are to do about 
it, 1 do not see that the Senate have anything to 
do about it or can do anything about it. If the 
man is out of the Navy, very well, if the cause is 
sufficient for that; if he is not out of the Navy, 
we cannot get him out; if he is improperly out, 
we cannot try his case here. I protest against un- 
dertaking anything of this kind—the trial of offi- 
cers or printing their biography. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 understood the Senator 
from Massachusetts to suggest that the resolution 
_ should be so amended as to embrace the words 
which are ordinarily used when this body ad- 
dresses the President asking for information, as 
|| an independent and coérdinate branch of the Gov- 
ernment. I move that the resolution be amended 
by inserting the words *‘ if in the judgment of the 
President it shall be deemed compatible with the 
| public interest.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. COLLAMER called for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution, and they were 
ordered; and being taken resulted—yeas 23, nays 
12; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Clark, Cowan, Dixon, Fes- 
senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Harlan, Howard, King, Lane 
of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Latham, Morrill, Nesmith, 
Pomeroy, Sherman, Sumner, Wade, Wilkinson, Willey, 
| and Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Chandler, Collamer, 
Davis, Doolittle, Henderson, McDougall, Powell, Sim- 
mons, Stark, and Wilson of Missouri—12. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 
GOOD FRIDAY. 


Mr. POWELL. I move that when the Senate 
| adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Monday next. 








To-morrow will be Good Friday. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


I hope that motion will 
not prevail. 


I do not see any reason why we 


| should lose a day at this period of the session, 


| with so much business before us. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I should like to ask the 


from Vermont disciaimed any intention to object || chairman of the Committee on Finance if tere is 


_Mr.GRIMES. Charges were preferred against | 


Then | 
he was sent before the retiring board, and that 


j or not these findings, if such have been had, have | 
butnecessity to establish a branch mintat Denver. || been confirmed and approved. 
Ihe bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


Under these circumstances, the Commuit- || to the present consideration, although he objected | 
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any important business that can be disposed of 
to-morrow? : 


Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator will look 


| at the Calendar, he will see that there is a great 
| deal of business. 


Here is the bill of the honor- 
able Senator from Illinois with regard to confis- 
cation; that is before the Senate. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I do not regard that as 
important. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It isa matter of opinion; 
but gentlemen who have speeches to make on the 
subject of course regard their speeches as import- 
ant, and it is quite important to the Senate they 
should be heard and be finished. For the pur- 
pose of saving time, 1 merely express my hope 
that the Senate will not adjourn over. 

Mr. LATHAM. I would suggest to my col- 
league that he and myself are both much inter- 
ested in very important legislation that can be 
taken up to-morrow. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest also to the hon- 
orable Senator from California (Mr. McDoveatt] 
that there is an unfinished matter on which his re- 
marks are not finished. He can make them to- 
morrow. We shall be happy to hear them at any 
moment. 

Mr. MecDOUGALL. Will my friend from 
Maine allow me to have a time when I can speak, 
for I was cut off in my youth yesterday, [laugh- 


| ter,} and I should like to have permission at some 
| time to renew it? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The longer it is put off 
the further he will be from his youth. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Now. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Then, having the floor, 
I move that all other orders be postponed for the 
purpose of fixing a time when I may be permitted 
to continue the discussion of the subject that was 
up yesterday morning. 


> 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


| now before the Senate is, that when we adjourn 


to-day it be to meet on Monday next. No mo- 
tion can be entertained until that is disposed of. 
Mr. FESSENDEN and Mr. DIXON. LI ask 
for the yeas and nays on that. 
Mr. POWELL. I withdraw the motion. 


ARREST OF GENERAL STONE. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I move that the resolu- 
tion introduced by me in regard to the arrest of 
General Stone be now taken up for the purpose 
of having it made the special order for to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the resolution. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move that the consider- 
ation of this resolution be fixed, asa special order, 
for to-morrow at one’o’clock. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the Senator had 
better proceed now. ‘To-morrow at one o’clock 
the bill of which the Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
TruMmBULL] has charge comes up, and it ought to 
be disposed of. The Senate is now behind the 
House of Representatives in its business, and I 
hope that this matter will not be put off. Itisa 
simple resolution of inquiry on which every Sen- 
ator no doubt has made up his mind. I think 
there will be a unanimous vote upon the resolu- 
tion. Its postponement from day to day surely 
is not necessary. The Senator can proceed with 
his speech to-day. 

Mr. McDOUGALL.. I would prefer to speak 
to-morrow. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [object to a postponement. 
I think we ought to act on the question now. 

Mr.DOOLITTLE. I think, sir, that the reso- 
lution ought to go to some committee to be con- 
sidered before it is passed upon by the Senate. I 
do not desire to make any motion which shall 
prevent the honorable Senator from California 
from finishing the remarks he desires to make. 
They can be made on the motion to refer, or on 
the resolution itself; but for myself, my judgment 
is that it ought to be referred to a committee and 
be considered by a committee before it passes this 
body. There is more involved in the question 
than appears on the surface, [| do not desire to 
discuss it now; but 1 notify my honorable friend 
from California that I shall, if some other Senator 
does not, move the reference of this resolution to 
a committee. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. If the Senator will move 
its reference to a special committee, and not to any 
committee now organized, I do not know that I 
shall object. 
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